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ON TWO MANUSCRIPTS OF LYDGATE'S GUY OF 
WARWICK. 

LYDGATE'S writings are not of a quality to invite enthusiastic 
study, but they are of great importance for the investigation 
of the age just after Chaucer. They are widely scattered in manu- 
scripts and early prints, and up to this time only a few have been 
published in satisfactory editions. A great deal remains to be done 
in 'the preparation of texts, the establishment of chronology, and 
the study of sources. Some account, therefore, of two neglected 
manuscripts will not be useless as a contribution to Lydgate bibli- 
ography. 

My first plan was to print the Guy of Warwick from a manuscript 
now in the Harvard University Library, with a description of the 
volume and some account of the information it furnishes about the 
poet. This work was delayed, and I learned in the meantime of 
another copy of the poem at Leyden, which I have since been able 
to look up. I can now add a collation of the Leyden text, and a 
list of the contents of the Leyden manuscript. 

There are two reasons for republishing the Guy^ already edited 
by Zupitza. In the first place, the Harvard text represents a differ- 
ent group of manuscripts ; in the second place, it is the work of an 
important scribe, John Shirley, and contains an interesting chrono- 
logical rubric,^ 

The Leyden manuscript is principally interesting for the addi- 
tional testimony it gives to support Lydgate's authorship of some 



^ Zupitza's edition has escaped the notice of at least one Lydgate scholar, as 
appears from the following statement in the Dictionary of National Biography ^ 
XXXIV, 314 : " Guy of Warwick (unprinted), about 1420, from the lost Chronicle 
of Girardus Comubiensis." Zupitza pointed out (Sitzb. der kais. Akad. der 
Wiss.^ Phil.-hist. Kl., Wien, LXXIV, 647) that the chapter of the Chronicle which 
Lydgate used is preserved and printed in Heame*s Chronicon Prioratus de Dun- 
staple, A better text is accessible in the Liber Monasterii de Hyda^ ed. by Edward 
Edwards (Rolls Series), 1866. Of the date I shall have more to say farther on. 
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doubtful pieces, such as the Stans Puer ad Mensam. It contains 
two poems now assigned to Chaucer (the balades " This wrecched 
worldes transmutacioun " and " Fie fro the press and dwell with 
sothfastnesse "), but nearly everything else is traditionally ascribed 
to Lydgate. The relation between the Leyden manuscript and 
Lansdowne 699 in the British Museum^ is striking, and suggests the 
possible existence of a kind of canon of Lydgate's shorter pieces. 
The Guy of Warwick corresponds closely to Zupitza's edition, and 
I have printed simply a list of variant readings. 

My work is necessarily incomplete in many respects. I could not 
construct a critical text of the Guy, or make a classification of the 
manuscripts, without having access to the copies which have not 
been fully described. I have also made no attempt to give complete 
lists of manuscripts and editions of the pieces considered. With the 
imperfect published catalogues at my disposal, such a bibliography 
could not be made satisfactory. But I have tried to give a full and 
serviceable report of the two manuscripts which I have examined. 
The investigation of the texts will have to be carried to completion 
in the English libraries. I hope it will be possible before long to 
publish some of the other pieces in the Harvard manuscript. 

I. The Harvard Manuscript, 

The Harvard MS., since it has been in America, seems to have 
dropped out of the sight of European scholars. The only reference 
to it that I have seen is in FurnivalFs edition of Gyl of Brentford^ s 
Testament^ etc. (printed for private circulation, London, 187 1). In 
the prefatory note to A Balade or two by Chaucer four of Shirley's 
MSS. are mentioned, — Harl. 7333; Add. MS. 16,165; Ashmole, 59; 
Trin. Coll. Camb. R. 3.20. " Mr. Bradshaw," the editor goes on to 
say, " had seen a fifth Shirley MS. — of Lydgate's Poems — that 
the late Mr. Lilly had on sale for ;^i2o; but as iio English buyer 
would give that sum for it, it went to the United States."* There 



1 See p. 188, below. ^ 

2 Professor Kittredge called my attention to this statement. Mr. Fumivall had 
printed the same list, with the exception of the Harvard MS., in the AtkefUBumy 
Feb. 18, 1871. Professor Skeat (Oxf. Chaucer^ I, 25) mentions other Shirley MSS. 
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On Two Manuscripts of Lydgate^s Guy of Warwick, 179 

can be no doubt that this is the Harvard MS., for a letter of Brad- 
shaw's to Lilly has been inserted in the volume.* Mr. Lilly appar- 



1 The letter is of interest enough in itself, and as a scrap of Bradshaw's corre- 
spondence, to be printed in full. 

" King's College, Cambridge 

"DearMr.Laiy. "Si" July .866. 

** I hope the book has reached you safely before this. I sent it off yesterday 
morning by fast train. I cannot thank you enough for allowing me the use of it 
to examine. 

" I shall be sorry if the MS. goes really into private hands for it ought to be in 
the British Museum or in the Record Ofl&ce. The Chronicle is the most interest- * 
ing part — then the Guy of Warwick. The Cotnpleynt of Cryst is common 
enough. * We have two MS. copies here, & one printed by de Worde (somewhat 
altered). There is another (different) edn., also by de Worde in the Grenville 
Library called the Remorse of Conscience (Part I, page 162.) It has been recently 
printed by the Early English Text Society from two copies at Lambeth, MSS. 306 
and 853. Most of the copies however are imperfect. Yours wants one leaf at the 
beginning, and the leaf which now stands first should follow that which your 
binder has placed second, 

" Of the Three Kings of Coleyne we have two or three MS. copies, besides one 
printed by de Worde. 

" The Government of Princes I have not traced ; I don't know whether it is the 
same as any ordinarily known treatise. 

** Of the Serpent of Division by Lydgate we have an early printed copy. 

" Of the Guy of Warutick there is a copy among the Laud MSS. in the Bodleian, 
& in the Brit. Museum MSS. Harl. 7333 (ace. to Ritson). Of the Chronicle there 
are heaps of MSS. everywhere. 

" You will say why are those pieces which are commonest those which give 
this MS. its chief value. The reason is that few MSS. have anything like the full 
(I might almost say gossiping) rubrics which John Shirley the scribe of your MS. 
80 much delighted in. 

** It is of great importance to fix the date of a poem, particularly to get some 
landmarks in the poetical life of so voluminous a writer as Lydgate. Your rubric 
here tells you that it was written at the request of Margaret Countess of Shrews- 
bury &c. so that it cannot have been earlier than 1442. She was a daughter of 
the Earl of Warwick — and the books will tell you when she died, which gives a 
small compass for the possible date. 

** The copy of the Chronicle shows that the original extended to the death of 
Edward III, that the reign of Rich. II was written in French in Paris, and trans- 
lated into English by John Lydgate. The rubric on leaf clxxx verso is most inter- 
esting. I don't know that it is generally known that this part was written in Paris 
— the translation is certainly not ascribed to Lydgate in any other book I ever 
heard of. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



'i8o F, N, Robinson. 

ently sold the MS. to Mr. William Medlicott of Longmeadow, Mass., 
and it was bought by the University Library at the Medlicott sale, 
Sept. 2, 1878.^ 

The volume is large quarto, rather closely clipped in binding, and 
contains 211 leaves. It is imperfect at both beginning and end, and 
lacks a leaf or more between fols. 43 and 44. Leaves 2 and 3 
have been interchanged in binding. The whole is on paper ; at the 
beginning is a parchment leaf covered with scrawls, and containing 
a few Latin verses.^ The date cannot be far from 1450. Bradshaw 
seems to have regarded the whole MS. as the work of John Shirley, 
and his deliberate judgment in such a matter would be practically 
decisive. But two of the pieces (the Governaunce of Princes and the 
Serpent of Division) seem to me to be in a different hand from the 



** John Shirley is said by Stow to have died in 1456 at the age of 90. It is to 
him more than to any one else that we owe our knowledge of most of Chaucer's 
and Lydgate*s smaller pieces. He is the only circumstantial copyist I know. 
There is one of his collections in the Bodleian (MS. Ashmole 59.2); one at least 
in the Harleian Colin. (I forget the number) ; another in the Brit. Museum MS. 
Addit. 16165; and one in Trinity College Library here. You will see something 
about him in Warton's Hist, of Engl. Poetry, vol. 2, page 389 (ed. 1840). 

" I wish our Library had any funds for buying such things and then I should 
have no hesitation in asking them to buy it. 

" Yours very much 

"Henry Bradshaw." 

1 See Catalogue of a Collection of Books formed by William G. Medlicott of 
Longmeadowy Mass.y Boston, 1878, p. 281. 

* Floruit Arthuro sub rege, Britania quondafv 

Gallia sub Carolo, floruit ilia suo, 

Non minor his, ibat magnus godfridus in armis 

Quo sese iactat Belgica terra vetus 

Hector Alexander romanae gloria gentis 

Julius eximie nobilitate viri, 

Et valida virtute pares dignissima turba 

Quam vehat arguta fama canora tuba 
losua dux Israeli david Macabeus ludas, 

Quos ludae tellus protulit alma viros 

His domiti quonda»i reges pepere triumphos 

Insignes et nu;;c fama perenna vehat. 
(A list, it will be seen, of the Nine Worthies.) 
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On Two Manuscripts of Lydgate's Guy of Warwick, i8i 

rest, or at least to have been written at a different time and with a 

I different pen. They contain no rubrics of interest, and Bradshaw 

j seems to have paid little attention to them. It is therefore possible 

I that he may have overlooked the change in the hand. The fact that 

these two pieces alone (comprising fols. xxxiv to Ivii) have illumi- 

j nated capitals, whereas in the rest of the volume the indented squares 

j are left blank, makes it likely that MSS. originally separate have 

' been combined. It is of course impossible here to get at other 

Shirley MSS. to make comparisons.^ I shall therefore content 

myself with giving a page of each hand in photographic facsimile. 

The MS. contains the following pieces : (i) The Compleynt of 
Crysty fols. 1-4; (2) Guy of Warwick, fols. 4-12; (3) The Three 
Kings of Coleyne, fols. 13-33 5 (4) ^^ Governaunce of Princes, fols. 
34-48 ; (5) The Damage and Destruction caused by the Serpent of 
Division, fols. 49-57 ; (6) Cronycles of the Reaume of England, fols. 

59-21 1. 

(i) The Compleynt of Cryst, A comparison of the Harvard text 
with those edited by Fumivall for the Early English Text Society 
shows the following relations: Harv. lacks one leaf at the begin- 
ning, so that its first line corresponds to 1. 139 of Lamb. 853. 
Leaves 2 and 3 * in Harv. have been interchanged by the binder. 
Harv. follows the order of Lamb. 306, but gives an altogether better 
text. It has in a large number of cases the readings of Lamb. 853, 
and sometimes serves to correct both the Lambeth MSS. Furnivall 
dates Lamb. 853 about 1430, and Lamb. 306 about 1460-70. Brad- 
shaw puts Harv. at about 1450. This poem is in the hand of 
Shirley. There is no indication of the author. 

(2) Guy of Warwick, This will be discussed later by itself. 

(3) The Three Kings of Coleyne. This was edited by Horstmann 
for the Early English Text Society in 1886 (No. 85). Numerous 
MSS. of the English legend exist, which Horstmann divides into 
three classes: I, MS. Royal ; II, MS. Camb. Univ. and others; III, 



1 The hand of the Harv. Guy of Warwick is identical with that of the Shirley 
facsimile (MS. Add. 16165) published by the Chaucer Society. (Autotypes of 
Chaucer MSS., 1877-80.) 

' Not I and 2, as inadvertently stated by Bradshaw. 
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MS. Harl. None of the MSS. has the original text. Class II con- 
forms best to the Latin original, but Class I is older and has better 
readings. The material in I appears to have been rearranged and 
enlarged. The Harv. MS. belongs plainly in Horstmann's Class II. 
Its arrangement corresponds to the Camb. MS., and it has the same 
initial letters in every case. Harv. stops before the passage on 
Prester John (Horstmann, p. 138). Where the Harl. MS. (Class III) 
has additional matter, Harv. corresponds to Camb. and Class 11.^ 

(4) The Govemaunce of Princes appears to be in a different hand 
from the Guy^ the Compleynt, and the Cronyde (see above, p. 180). 
No author is given, and I do not know of any other copy. It begins: 

Considereth thopinions sentences and diffinicions of wise philosophres 
and othir sage persounes Auncient and Autentike that is to sey in the bible 
the wise parables of Salomon in the booke of Eccliastique Eccliasticus and 
divers othir the Politiques and Ethiques of the famous Philosophre Aris- 
totle in his tretie made of the feet of Chiualrye Thaduertisement of Vege- 
cius and prudent counseill of Giles in his tretie of Regiment & gouernaunce 
of Princes And many othir writinges of soufl&saunt auctorite Where ynne 
beth shewid parfite rewles and notable conveies by the whiche Kinges 
Princes and othir lordis may condue theire estat/s And how the saide greet 
lordis of this world may knowe & sette goode gouernaunce in theire owne 
persounes in theire peuple and in theire Seigneuries and lordshipes. 

It ends : 

for in sondry cuntrees beth sondry guyses & dyuers vsages & feetis in 
the werre & aftir that is provision to be made & ordynaunce & disposicouM 
of officers for thacchevaunce of the werres in eu^ry cuntree soo that every 
prince by the goode aduise of his true counseill shuld be well assured of 
his goode & convenient officers for the conduit of his werres as well vpon 
the lande as vpon the see as the thinge & tyme will require And these 
abouesaid thus briefly towched I passe ou^r & speke no more of the gouer- 
naunce of a prince in tyme of his werres, but yif it be plaisir to any prince 
haue more pleneure & parfyt knowlege of a princes rewle and gouern[au]nce 
in his werres lat him byhold & see Vegecius in his tretie full souffisauntly 
made vpon the feet of Chivalrie and also the iij d booke of Gyles in his 



1 Within Class II it seems impossible to derive Harv. from any of the texts 
cited by Horstmann. 
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book made of the regiment & gouernaunce of Princes and in the book^j of 
othir diuerse Clerkis whiche more largely spekith of this matere, etc. 

There is plainly something missing between fol. 43 and fol. 44. 
There is a break in the sense, and the general arrangement is unin- 
telligible as it stands. The author is discussing the four virtues 
necessary for the good government of a prince — namely, Science, 
Providence, Justice, and Misericorde. Fol. 43^ does not finish the 
treatment of Justice, and fol. 44* begins abruptly in the midst of 
the treatment of Misericorde. 

(5) Lydgate's Serpent of Division, This "was printed with an 
envoye'va verse by Peter Treveris, 1520 ?, i2mo ; again as The Serpent 
of Division set forth under the Auctours old Copy by /. -S., London, by 
Owen Rogers, 1559, 8vo, and under the same title together with 
The Tragedy e of Gorboduc^ by E. Allde, for lohn Perrin, 1590, 4to."* 
According to Miss L. Toulmin Smith, a fifteenth-century copy 
among the Yelverton MSS. belonging to Lord Calthorpe shows that 
the tractate was written in December, 1400, "by me, Danne John 
• Lidgate."* She prints the conclusion of the Yelverton version, which 
diflEers considerably firom that of the Harvard MS. 

The Harvard text begins : 

This l3rtel tretys compendyously declareth the damage & destruccion 
causid in royaumes by the Serpent of diuision. 

Whilom • as olde bookes maken mencion whan the noble famouse Citee 
of Rome was moost shinyng in his felicitee and flouring in his glorie liche 
as it is remembrid in bookes of olde Auncetrys the primetemps of his 
foundacion whan the wallys were raised on heigh te by the manly and the 
prudent diligence of Remvs and Romulus £For the whiche tyme the Citee 



^ See the Dictionary of National Biography^ under Lydgate. Hazlewood, in a 
marginal note in his copy of Ritson's Bibliographia Poetica (p. 70), now in the 
Harvard University Library, remarks that the end of the prose treatise ** is one 
page of poetry or three stanzas of eight lines each, entitled < The declaration of 
thys tragicall History in thys lytle Booke.' ** I suppose this refers to the envoy 
of Treveris; no such verse appears in the Harvard MS. 

* Cf. her Gorboducy Introd.y p. xxi. She adds in a footnote that it was ascribed 
to Lydgate by J. H[azlewood] in Brydges, Censura Literaria^ IX, 369 (1809)1 ^md 
to Norton by Messrs. Cooper in Athen, Cantab. 

* W indented and illuminated. 
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stoode vnder gouuernaunce of kinges tille vnto tyme that Tarquyn sone 
of Tarqvyne the proude for his outrageous offence Doon vnto Lucresse 
the wyf of the worthi Senatour Collat5ni In punysshing of whiche trespas 
by the manly poursuyt of Collatyhes Kynrede and full assent of alle the 
senat the name of kinges cessede in the Cite of Rome for eu^rmore. 

The text ends: 

I may conclude with him that was floure of poetys in oure englissh 
tonge and the first that eu^r enlumynid oure langage w^t^ flourys of 
rethoryk and of eloquence I mene my maist^r Chaucer whiche compen- 
diously wrot the deth of this mighty Emp^ro«r seing in this wyse 

with boidekynes was Cesar lulius 

mordred at Rome of Brutus Cassius 

whan many londe & regne had brought full lowe 

Lo who may trust ffortune eny throwe 

Thus by record of my wise prudent maist^r to foresaide the froward and 
the contrarious lady Dame ffortune Me blynde and the pemerse goddesse 
wttA here gery and vnware violence spareth noutker Emperour nor king to 
plonge him dovn sodeinly fro the highest pryk of hir onstable wheel Alias 
late eu^ry man left [lest ?] vp his hertis eye and prudentely aduerten the 
mutabilite & the sodein chaunge of this fals world and late the wise gou^r- 
nours of euery lond and region make a mtrour in her mynde of this 
manly man Julius and consideren in her hertis the contagious damages & 
the importable harmes of Diuision And late hem seen avisely & take 
example how the ambicious pride of Julius and the fretyng enyye of Pom- 
peye and tAe vnstancheable gredy Couetise of Marcus Crassus were chief 
and premordial cause ffirst of hir owne destruccion execut and accom- 
plisshed be cruel deth and nat only that thise forseid thre abhomynable 
vices were cause of her owne deth but occasion of many other moo than 
I can telle. The Cite o^ Rome not only made bare & bareyn of their olde 
richesses and spoiled of her treso«r on Me too side but destitut & desolat 
by deth of hir knighthode on the tother side whiche me semeM oughte 
y nough suffice to exemplifie what it is to begynne a werre and sp[eci]alJy 
to considre the irrecup^rable harmes of diuision And for this skyll moost 
esp[eci]ally by comaundement of my maistre I toke vp on me this lite! 
and this compendious translacion aftir my litel kunnyng I haue it put in 
remembraunce. 

The hand* is the same as that of the Governaunce of Princes 
(see above, p. 180). 
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(6) The Cronycie. This is the so-called Brut, the common prose 
chronicle, which Caxton made the basis of his printed editions. 
Through the kindness of Mr. Jenkinson of the Cambridge Uni- 
versity Library, I was able last summer to make a short examination 
of Caxton's first edition (1480), and to take some notes of the con- 
tents. The Harvard MS. lacks altogether the introductory account 
of the British Islands and the people. It begins with the Prologue, 
explaining the name Albion, The chapters correspond for the most 
part to those in Caxton. The MS. stops abruptly in the reign of 
Henry VI, describing " How Owayn a sqyer of Walys that had 
wedded Quene Katryn was arestyd, & of the scisme by twene Euge- 
nye & felix." This is chapter 251 in Caxton, whose edition ends 
with chapter 263 on the deposition of Henry VI and the accession 
of Edward IV. 

The rubric of which Mr. Bradshaw speaks in his letter ^ is inter- 
esting enough to be given in full. At the end of the account of 
Edward III (fol. clxxx verso), Shirley writes : 

Nowe my gracyous lordes and feyre ladyes my maystres ande specyall 
ffreendes ande goode ffelawes vouchesauf here now I beseche yowe to here 
Me Cronycle of th\s sayde Richarde tht secounde sone and heyre to 
Pr3mce Edward and heyre to Mis same Kynge Edward Me whiche Richard 
of his nobley and prouidence had ferme pees ande loue with alle Me Crys- 
ten Pry noes howe riche he was howe noble howe loued and howe dredde 
thoroughe alle Me Reaumes & Provynces and howe Mat ffame & ffortune 
by Meyre cruwell werre subuerted al his Estate Royall into mysery to Me 
lamentacon and pytous compleynt of euery gentill herte Me whiche Crony- 
cle was lamentabuly compylled at Parys by hem of ffraunce in Meyre 
wolgare langage and nowe translated by Dann Johan lydegate Me munk 
of Bury. 

The Chronicle begins : 

. Loo heer my lordes maystres and felawes may yee see a truwe and brief 
abstracte of Me Cronycles of Mis Reaume of England from Me tyme Mat 
euer makynde (sic) enhabited hit in to Me tyme of Me laste Edwarde 
reedeMe or heereMe Me soMe here filowing 



* See p. 179, above. 
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[I]ni Me noble land of Sirye Mer was a Yfortky kyng and miglity and a 
man of huge renoumee Mat men cleped Dyoclycyan which wel and worMely 
him gouuerned and ruled thorughe his noble chiuallerye so Mat he con- 
quered alle Me landes aboute him in suche wyse Mat almoste Me kynges 
of Me worlde to him were obeyssant. hit befelle Mus Mat Mis Dioclycyan 
wedded an gentyle Damoyselle Mat was wonder fa)rre of beaute his Emys 
dough ter cleped labana and sche loued him as resoun wolde so Mat he 
gate vpon hir three and thritty doughtres of Me whiche Me eldest men 
cleped Albyne, etc. 

The last few pages of the MS. are somewhat damaged at the 
upper corners, but the passage with which the chronicle ends 
is clear: 

In the xviij yer Sir Rychard Beauchamp the gode erle of Warwyke 
dyed att Roan beyng that tyme lyeutena«t of the kyng yn norraandye and 
from thens his body was brought to warwyk wher he lyethe worshipfuUy 
yn a new chapell of the south syde of the quere. Also this yer was a 
gret derth of corne yn all Englond ffor a Bushell of whet was worth xl 
pens yn many places of Englond & yet men mygth not have y nough 
wherfor Steph^« Browne that tyme mayre of london sent yn to spruse & 
brought to london vt^yn shyppes la[dyn] yfiih rye which eaysyd & dyd 
moch gode to the peple ffor corne was so skarse jm Englond that — 

At this point the MS. ends. 



II. The Leyden Manuscript 

The Lydgate MS. in the University Library at Leyden seems to 
have escaped the notice of all recent editors. It was referred to by 
Halliwell in his edition of Lydgate's Minor Poems (p. 52), among 
the copies of The Ballad of Jack Hare^ but he can hardly have had 
direct knowledge of the MS. or he would have mentioned it else- 
where. Sir Frederick Madden knew it, and it was from marginal 
notes in his copy of Ritson's Bibliographia Poetica that I learned of 



^ Six lines indented for the illuminator. 

2 Seep. 192, below. MS. Voss. Lugd. 389, cited by Halliwell as containing the 
Ballad on the Forked Head Dresses of Ladies (p. 46), must be another codex 
which I did not know of when in Leyden. 
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its existence.^ In the summer of 1896 I was able to spend a few 
days at Leyden, in which I copied the Guy and noted the rest of the 
contents of the volume.* 

The Lydgate MS. came from the collection of Isaac Vossius, and 
is marked Codex Vossianus var, ling, in quarto^ No, p. It contains 
13s leaves. The pages are now numbered consecutively (though 
not every one is marked) from i to 270, but there are indications 
of an earlier numbering in four series, incompletely preserved, of 40 
leaves each. The old divisions appear in Roman numerals, the new 
numbering in Arabic figures. At the beginning is an old table of 
contents, neither complete nor correct. The MS. was examined in 
1869-70 by Mr. Charles H. Doughty, who drew up the following list : 

Page* I. Legend of St. Giles (out of the Latm). (i.) 
14.. Invocation, (ii.) 
16. Of just tithing or tothing, with the Acts of S. Austyn, bishop 

of the English, (iii.) 
33. Guy of Warwyk and of the Giant Colebrand. (iv.) 
58. Dance of Macabre, (v.) 

83. The Churle * and the bird (out of the French), (vi.) 
97. The friendship of two merchantmen, (vii.) 
130. The tragedy of Arthur, (viii.) 
149. The story of Constantine. (ix.) 
160. The horse, the goose, and the sheep before the lion and the 

eagle, (x.) 
184. Brief story of English kings, (xi.) 

188. A complaint with Fortune (princ. "This wrecchid worldis 
transmutacioun "). (xii.)* 



^ Madden's own copy of Ritson, with valuable marginal notes, was in the Med- 
licott collection, and was bought by the Harvard University Library in 1894. 

^ I take pleasure in acknowledging the courtesy of the library officials of the 
Rijks-Universiteit, and in particular the kindness of Dr. S. G. de Vries, the curator 
of manuscripts. 

* The numbering is by pages, not by folios, as stated in Mr. Doughty's list. I 
add the Roman numerals for convenience of reference. 

* " Church " for " churle " (in Mr. Doughty's list) is obviously a mere slip of 
the pen. 

* This is followed by Chaucer's " Fie from the pres, and dwelle with sothfast- 
ncsse/' which is not represented by a separate title in Mr. Doughty's list. 
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192. Of nurture or good manners, (xiii.) 
' 196. A dietary, (xiv.) 

201. Colours of a drunkard, (xv.) 

204. Of an empty purse, to the Duke of Gloucester, (xvi.) 

207. Aureum saeculum degenerans. (xvii.) 

214. Certain proverbs of the wise man. (xviii.) 

218. Of the unkindness of Fortune (princ. "In thi condicion of 

Infortunage "). (xix.) 

219. Carmen (princ. "With notis cleer," etc^, (xx.) 

220. Balade (princ. " I have a lady wherso she be ") (printed with 

Chaucer), (xxi.) 

222. Dream of Paris (printed with Chaucer), (xxii.) 

223. Balade (princ. "Upon Temse fro London myles iij). (xxiii.) 
223. Hymn, (xxiv.) 

233. Jhe the most glorious name, with the Testament of Lydgate. 

(XXV.) 

"The several pieces are in more than one handwriting, transcribed 
somewhat negligently. The latter pages are of another MS." Pages 233 
to the end are meant ; it is noteworthy that the Roman numbering is not 
interrupted at this point.^ 

Before taking up the separate pieces in the list, I wish to call 
attention to the striking resemblance in contents and arrangement 

1 between the Leyden MS. and Lansdowne MS. 699 in the British 
Museum. I have had no opportunity to examine the Lansdowne 
MS., and the data in the published catalogue of the collection are 
very slight. The first seventeen articles in Leyd. all appear in 

' Lansd. 699. Of the first, the Legend of St Giles, only the last 
stanza is preserved, the beginning of the MS. being apparently lost. 
The next sixteen articles appear in Lansd. in the following order: 



1 On p. 209, at the bottom, is scribbled a name which looks like Thomas An- 
drew[s], possibly the signature of a scribe. P. 231 (i,e. fol. ii6a) is numbered viii 
(in the fourth series) and p. 235 (fol. 11 8*) is marked x. P. 231 contains some 
scrawls and the following stanza, which seems to refer to an owner of part or the 
whole of the MS. : 

lowe good and drede schame 

deserv lowe and kepe p name 

qd John Kyng of dammowe 

ffor thysse boke (?) ysse hysse. 
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ii, vii, iv, vi, iii, v, viii, ix, x, xi, xii, xiii, xiv, xv, xvi, xvii. The 
eighteenth and last article in Lansd. is the legend of Alton and 
Amphabel^ which is not contained in Leyd. 

The pieces in Leyd. are most of them familiar and easily recog- 
nized;^ 

I. The Legend of St, Giles is published by Horstmann, Altenglische 
Legenden, N. F., 371 f. 

II. The Invocation is the same as the Oratio, following the legend 
in Horstmann's edition. 

III. Of Just Tithyng, etc. Printed in Halliwell's Minor Poems of 
Lydgate^ p. 135. (I have noted that this occurs also in MS. Camb. 
Univ. Lib. Hh. IV, 12.) 

IV. Guy of Warwick, See p. 194, below. 

V. The Dance of Macabre, I have compared this with the Daunce 
of Mcuhabree, in Dugdale's Monasticon Anglicanum, edition of 17 17, 
P' ZZZ' The Leyd. text does not give the five-stanza Prologue, but 
begins with the " words of the Translator " (" O, creatures that byn 
resonable"). The final stanza of Leyd. (beginning "Be nat afferd 
this scriptur in tyme of play ") does not appear in Dugdale, and the 
envoy in Dugdale, with the ascription to Lydgate, does not appear 
in Leyd. The order of dancers in Leyd. is as follows : Papa, 
Imperator, Cardinal, Imperatrix, Patriarcha, Rex, Archiepiscopus, 
Princeps, Episcopus, Comes et Baro, Abbas et Prior, Abbatissa, 
Judex, Doctor Utriusque juris, Miles et Armyger, Major, Canonicus 
regularis, Decanus, Monialis, Chartreux, Sergant of lawe, Generosa, 
Magister in astronomia, if rater, Sergant, Jurour, Mimus, ffamulus, 
Phisicus, Mercator, Artifex, Laborans, Infans, Heremyta. 

VI. The Churle and the Bird, Printed by H alii well. Minor Foems, 



* This MS. is not mentioned by Horstmann in his edition of Alton and Am- 
phabel. He cites only MS. Trin. Coll. Camb. 39, MS. Lincoln i, 57, and MS. 
Pliillipps 8299. (See also Altengl. Leg. N. F., p. cxxvii, Anmerk.) Madden, in 
his MS. marginal notes to Ritson, cites still another copy, MS. Int. Temple, 
London. The Lansd. copy, like the Camb. MS., contains the date 1439. 

* I copied in most cases only the beginning and ending, and have therefore 
made no careful comparisons with the printed texts. I have also made no attempt 
to give complete lists of MSS. and editions. I simply mention such MSS. as have 
come to my notice. 
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pp. 179-193; earlier by Sykes for the Roxburghe Club (18 18).* 
The Leyd. text corresponds in number of stanzas (55) with Halli- 
well's edition. 

VII. Th^ Two Merchantmen, This has just been edited by 
Schleich, "aus dem Nachlasse " of Professor Zupitza.^ His text 
corresponds to that of the Leyden MS. so far as I have noted. 
Six MSS. are cited by Zupitza, who, however, has overlooked Leyd., 
and I cannot determine in which of his classes it belongs. 

VIII. The Tragedy of Arthur. This is the same as Book viii, 
chapter 25, of the Falls of Princes,^ 

IX. De Constantino Imperatore, This is probably Book viii, chap- 
ter 13, of the Falls of Princes, The last stanza corresponds with 
that in Wayland's edition, and the number is the same. 

X. The Horse^ Goose^ and Sheep, Edited by Sykes for the Rox- 
burghe Club, 1822. Halliwell prints the moral in his Minor PoetnSy 
p. 117. The Leyd. text apparently corresponds to that printed by 
Sykes. It is followed by a " lenvoye," nearly corresponding to the 
" moral " printed by Halliwell, and not appearing in Sykes' edition.* 

XL A Brief Story of English Kings, This is very common in 
MSS. It was edited by James Gairdner for the Camden Society, 
in The Historical Collections of a Citizen of London in the Fifteenth 



1 Halliwell mentions several old prints. Cf. further Fumivall, Captain CoXy 
p. Ivi. Halliweirs text is based on Had. 116. Madden cites (marginal notes to 
Ritson) MS. Trin. Coll. Camb. R. 3. 19, Art. 8. I have noted the piece also in 
the catal. of Camb. Univ. Lib. MS. Hh. IV, 12 and Kk. I, 6 (fragmentary). The 
Dictionary of National Biography mentions MS. Cott. Calig. A. II. 

* Quellen und Forschungen, Ixxxiii, Strassburg, 1897. 

« Wayland's ed. (1558), fol. xiii (of Bk. viii). Schick, Temple of Glass, p. cli, 
notes several instances where Ritson has catalogued parts of the Falls of Princes 
as separate works. Single chapters appear by themselves not infrequently in 
MSS. Madden (marginal notes to Ritson) cites also MS. Lambeth 491, fol. 275, 
for the Tragedy of Arthur, The Story of Constantine in Leyd. is another case. 
So also is the Aureum Sceculum Degenerans (cf. p. 192, below.) I have noted 
further that Didoes Envoy, published by Halliwell (Minor Poems, p. 69) comes 
from Bk. ii, ch. 13, and the Poem against Idleness (Halliwell, p. 84) corresponds 
(nearly) to Bk. ii, ch. 1 5. 

^ In addition to the MSS. cited by Halliwell I have noted Camb. Univ. lib. 
MSS. Hh. IV, 12. 
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Century^ p. 49.^ The Leyden version begins with the Conqueror 
and ends with Henry VI. 

XII. A Complaint with Fortune, This is the familiar ballade of 
Chaucer, printed in Professor Skeat's Oxford Chaucer^ I, p. 383. 
It is followed in Leyd. by "La(?) bon conceil de Tauctour," 
Chaucer's " Fie from the pres and dwelle with sothfastnesse." The 
two were apparently taken as one poem by Mr. Doughty when he 
made out his table. In the same way, the British Museum Cata- 
logue mentions only the first for Lansd. 699, but Mr. Skeat (op, dt, 
I, p. 50) makes it clear that both poems are in that MS. 

XIII. Stans Puer ad Mensant, Printed by Halliwell, ReliquicLe 
Antiquae^ 1, 156-158, and by Mr. Furnivall in the Babees Book, pp. 26- 
33. Leyd. agrees with Harl. 2251 in ascribing the piece to Lydgate.* 
Hazlitt, Early Pop, Poetry, III, 23, has the text of the Reliquiae 
Antiquae collated with Harl. 401 1, Lansd. 699, and Addit. MS. 

5467. 

XIV. A Dietary, This corresponds in part with the Rules for 
Preserving Health in HalliwelVs Minor Poems, p. 66, and with the 
Diatorye in the Babees Book, p. 54. Compare also the Secreta Secre- 



^ From Brit Mus. MS. Egerton 1995. He cites also MS. Ashmole 59 and 
MS. Harl. 2251, fol. 2b, which contains a stanza on Edward IV. Madden (mar- 
ginal notes to Ritson) refers to Harl. 2251.3, Cott. Jul. E. V., Rawl. c. 86, Ashmole 
59, Bodl. 1999.6, Harl. 7333, Harl. 78.24, Univ. Leyd., Trin. Coll. Camb. R. 3.21, 
and Coll. Arms 58. But the last reference may be a mistake. For a poem on 
the same subject, but in a different metre, is printed from a MS. of the Coll. of 
Arms by Heame in an Appendix to his edition of Robert of Gloucester (II, 585). 
In Harl. 372 there is a poem " On the Kings of England from Alfred to Henry 
VI, probably by Lidgate." First line — "From tyme of Brute auctours do 
specefye." (See Brit Mus. Catal.) What is the relation of this to the Leyden 
poem } 

a Halliwell printed from MS. Jes. Coll. Camb. Q. V, 8. The Babees Book has 
two versions, from Harl. 2251 and Lambeth 853 respectively. Madden (marginal 
notes to Ritson) cites in addition Harl. 401 1, Laud 683, Rawl. c. 86, and Cott. 
Cal. A. II. Furnivall (Captain Cox, p. c) adds MS. Ashmole 59 and points out 
that the Cott. Cal. poem is not the same. I have noted from the catalogue that 
the piece is also in Camb. Univ. Lib. MS. Hh. IV, 12, with ascription to Lydgate. 
An expanded version from MS. Ashmole 61 (later than 1460 a.d.) is published in 
Fumivairs second Babees Book, On early printed versions see Furnivall, Captain 
Cox, p. zciz. 
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toruMj 11. 1268 ff. (Steele's edition, p. 41). I did not copy enough 
of the text to enable me to make out its relations. In Leyd. there 
are 21 stanzas, in Halli well's text 10, and in the Babees Book only 9.* 

XV. Colours of a Drunkard, or Descriptio Garsionys, This is the 
familiar Ballad of Jack Hare, printed by Halliwell, Minor Poems, p. 
52, from Lansd. 699. Also in the Reliquiae Antiquae, I, 13.* 

XVI. Of an Empty Purse, to the Duke of Gloucester. Printed 
by Halliwell, Minor Poems, p. 49. Madden (marginal notes) says it 
was also printed by Nicolas, Chron, of London, p. 265. 

XVII. Aureum Sceculum Degenerans in Pejus or Quaedam Com- 
pilacio Facta contra Gulosos, This, as already stated, is from the 
Falls of Princes, Book vii, chapter 10. There are 26 stanzas in 
Wayland's edition as against 25 in the Leyden text. Then follow 
in Leyd. two stanzas, called Signa Saeculi Degenerantis, which I 
have not been able to find in the Falls of Princes^ beginning : 

who so list know the toknes p^rversary 

how that this wrechid world shall difEyne, etc. 



and ending : 



prdatis w/Mout connyng & science 
religious folke out off obedience. 



XVIII. A Booke of Proverbes of the Wise Man, This apparently 
corresponds to lines 1-116 of the Proverbis of Wysdom, printed by 
Zupitza in Herrig's Archiv, XC, 241.* 



1 1 suspect that two poems have been joined in Leyd. In Laud 683, for ex- 
ample, the catalogue mentions A doctryne offfesyk (fol. 60), beginning " For helth 
of body kepe fro cold thyn hed '' (which is the first line in Halliweirs poem) and 
A doctryne for pestilence (fol. 62), beginning " Who wil be hooll and kepe hym 
fro siknesse " (which is the first line in Leyd.). In addition to the MSS. mentioned 
by Halliwell and by Furnivall, Madden (marginal notes) refers to Lambeth 444 
and Addit. 11,307. Caxton*s Gavernel of Health (printed 1489) contained the 
Medicina Stomctchi (in 81 lines), which apparently corresponds in part to our 
Dietary. This was reprinted privately by William Blades in 1858, but I have not 
been able to see a copy. 

2 Halliwell cites " MS. Voss. inter MSS. Bibl. Lugdun. c. 189." There is an- 
other copy in Laud 683. 

8 I cannot be sure from the Catalogue whether these stanzas are in Lansdowne 
699 or not. No separate title is given them. 

^ Zupitza's text is from Bodl. Rawl. F. 32. Madden (marginal notes) cites be- 
sides MSS. Harl. 7578 and Trin. Coll. Camb. R. 3.19. 
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XIX. Three stanzas on Fortune (eight lines each). Begins : 

In thy condiciou« of inffortunage ^ 

vnstedfast fortune ther is no confidence, etc, 

ffro folkis honerable thou makist for to fle 
thurh thi transmutyng fals fragilite 
and puttist seruantis in unstable rage 
out off favour & grace of sou^rente 
In to turment off povert & damage. 

XX. Carmen. A song in four stanzas, beginning: 

with notis cleer & vols entuned clene 
lyk the ravisshyng marvelous armony 
off Iherusalem I hard the phylomene 
In dirk december S3mg melediously, etc.. 



and ending : 



and in a figur off mysty sentence 
all thouh I be vnable to discerue 
hir grace I will her prayse & serue. 



XXI. Ballad, Printed in Stowe's Chaucer (1561), fol. cccxliiij^. 

XXII. Dream of Paris, Also in Stowe's Chaucer^ fol. cccxliiij*. 

XXIII. Ballad^ in two stanzas. Begins: 



Ends: 



Vpon temse fro london myles iij 

In my chambir riht as I lay slepyng, etc. 

That neu^r in gravyng nor in portrature 
Sawe I depict so fayre a creature. 



XXIV. Hymn, This is written in a very small hand, apparently 
different from that of the preceding pieces. Begins : 

Moste glorious lord w/tA thy god be thou my spede. 

Ends : 

To hos verteu I betake vs in eu^ry cost 

And to Marie that maydyn euene 

Est Amen w/t^ alle the courte of heuene. 

There are twenty-seven stanzas in all. 
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XXV. /he the most glorious nanu^ with the Testament of Lydgate. 
This corresponds pretty closely to Lydgate s Testament^ printed by 
Halliwell, pp. 232 flF. The whole is on paper and in a very different 
hand from anything else in the MS.^ 

III. Guy of Warwick, 

So far as I know, only four MSS. of the Guy of Warwick have 
been mentioned by the editors of Lydgate. These are: (i) MS. 
Laud 683; (2) MS. Harl. 7333; (3) MS. Lansdowne 699; and (4) 
MS. Trin. Coll. Camb. R. 3.21. 

The Laud text was edited by Zupitza in his Akademieschrift (S^iQn^ 
1873),* who supposed at the time that no other copy existed. In 
the Zt fUr die oesterreich. Gymnasien, 1874, p. 727, he stated that 
three other MSS. had come to his notice. These were Harl. 7333, 
the end of which was published in the Percy Folio MS, (Hales and 
Fumivall, II, 520), and two others, which he did not name. Fifteen 
years later, in his Alt- und Mittelenglisches Uebungsbuch (p. no) 
he cited Lansd. 699 and Trin. Coll. Camb. R. 3.21, presumably 
the two referred to before. In the meantime Ward, Catalogue of 
Romances^ I, 494 (published in 1883), had described the two copies 
in the British Museum, and Kolbing {Germania^ XXI, 365) had 
published a list of the principal variations between Lansd. 699 and 
Zupitza's text. The Harvard and Leyden copies appear to be 
unknown to the scholars who have occupied themselves either with 
Lydgate or with the Guy of Warwick cycle of romances. 

Of the six MSS. known to exist, we have, therefore, texts or 
collations of four and some description of a fifth.' Without more 



^ In addition to the MSS. mentioned by Halliwell, Madden (marginal notes) 
refers to Laud 683, Eg. 18. D. IL i, Reg. 18. D. II. i. 

2 Sitzb, der PhiL-hist Classe der Kais. Akad. der Wiss., LXXIV, 623. Sepa- 
rately printed under the title Zur Literaiurgeschichte des Guy v. Warwick, At the 
same time Zupitza pointed out that the poem in Harl. 5243 cited by Hazlitt- 
Warton (II, 32) is not Lydgate's but John Lane's. 

* Of the Trin. Coll. MS. I think nothing has been published beyond the few 
variant readings which Zupitza gives in his Uebungsbuch. I cannot even deter- 
mine whether it belongs in Class A or Class B, but I infer that the rubric in 
Harv. and Harl. 7333 is wanting, or Zupitza would have mentioned it somewhere. 
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definite knowledge of the Camb. MS. and of Harl. 7333 I shall not 
undertake to classify the different texts, except so far as to point 
out that they fall obviously into two groups, — A, containing Harv. 
and Harl. 7333 ; and B, containing Laud 683, Lansd. 699, and Leyd. 
Class A is characterized by a long introductory rubric, which accounts 
for the origin of the poem and serves to date it approximately. The 
poem has seventy stanzas, with an Envoy of four lines. In Class 
B, on the otjier hand, the rubric is wanting, the Envoy contains eight 
lines, and three extra stanzas (34, 35, 36) appear in the body of the 
poem. Since both the MSS. in Class A are by Shirley, the rubric 
is doubtless his.^ Finally, stanza 30 is different in the two 
versions.* 

Zupitza referred to the Harleian text as being '^bedeutend 
schlechter" than Laud 683, which he had published. This state- 
ment was based on the short passage printed in the Percy Folio MS,, 
and is not to be taken as a deliberate preference of Class B to 
Class A, I suppose. Ward apparently looked upon the shorter form 
of the poem as the better, and pronounced the three extra stanzas 
(34, 35, 36) "quite superfluous." Even if they were, we should 
hardly be justified in rejecting them, for Lydgate was capable of 
superfluities. But they are clearly supported by the Latin original,' 
and are indubitably in the manner of the poet. It is easier, more- 
over, to assume that three stanzas were omitted in copying (they 
make, for example, an even page of the Leyden MS.) than to sup- 
pose that any one added to Lydgate's work. 



1 Cf. Bradshaw, p. 179, above, on Shirley's " gossiping rubrics.'* Harl. 7333 is 
dted as Shiriey's by Furnivall in the note already quoted from Gyl of Brentford* s 
Testament (p. 178, above) and by Skeat in the Oxford Chaucer ^ I, 25. 

* In this case I cannot answer for Harl. 7333. 

* The stanzas in question translate the following passage : ** Rex evigilans, et 
Deo pro sibi de superius praestita revelacione gratias agens, summo mane surgens, 
duos pontiiices secum accipiens, et duos comites, praedictam adiit portam, expec- 
tans mendicantium adventus horam, qua civitatem intrare solebant. Et ecce 
nutu Dei in vigilia natalis Sancti Johannis Baptistae, hora, qua sol oriendo primo 
radios mittit in terrain, Gwydo, Comes de Warewyk, miles strenuus et insignis, 
apud Portys muth applicuit, a peregrinacione de longinquis transmarinis partibus 
veniens, Angliam natale solum revisurus." (Liber Monasterii de Hyda^ p. 120. 
Compare Chron, de Dunstaple^ ed. Heame, II, 827.) 
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In the case of stanza 30, on the other hand, Shirley's text cor- 
responds the more closely to the Latin original. Leyden reads: 

Toward the Kyng cast his lok benyng 
bad him trist all holy in his grace 
bi a token and an entir syng 
which shall bi shwed to hym in riht short spas 
of slep adawid the Kyng lifft vp his face 
markith eu^ry thyng & prudently took hed 
to whom the angil his heuynesse to enchas 
thes wordis hadde in stori as I rede. 

The Harv. stanza forms the beginning of the angeFs speech to King 

Athelston : 

I, goddes aungell, sent ffrome hevenly kynge 
fEor to releesse thyn hevy perturbau«ce, 
whether thou slepe or that thou be wakyng, — 
God hath resceyued thy prayere & penaunce, 
Myne pytous wepyng & alle thyn olde greuau«ce 
shall hastly chaunge to ioy & to plesaunce. 
Ne drede the not, but haue thou in remembraunce, 
as I to the shall no we here expresse. 

The Latin ^ has : " Misit Dominus Angelum suum, qui regem con- 
fortaret, in agonia constitutum [represented by stanza 29]. Qui 
eum sic allocutus est: *Athelstane rex dormis an vigilas? Ecce 
missus sum ad te Angelus Domini a Domino Ihesu Christo, ut dicerem 
tibi, ne timeres frustratus auxilio, sed eras mane surge et propera ad 
borealem portam civitatis," etc. The last clause is represented by 
stanza 31. May we assume that Lydgate wrote both the stanzas 
numbered 30 ? In that case one would have been omitted in the 
MSS. of Class B, and the other in those of Class A. It is not 
impossible that the omissions in Shirley's MSS. represent intentional 
excisions. 

I have said that Shirley's rubric serves to give an approximate 
date for the poem. Bradshaw noted this in his letter,^ and Ward 
also pointed it out in his description of Ha.rl. 7333.* But since 



* Lih. Mon, de Hyda^ p. 120. See also Hearne, op. cit, II, 826. 

* See p. 179, above. ' Catalogue of Romance Sy I, 494. 
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Schick in the introduction to the Temple of Glas^ and Lee in ihe 
Dictionary of National Biography^ still repeat the old date con- 
jectured by Zupitza, I may be allowed to print Ward's statement 
once more. The rubric says (I give the Harleian reading, following 
Ward) that the poem was "translated into Englisshe be lydegate 
dann Johane at the requeste of Margarete Countas of Shrowesbury, 
ladye Talbot foumyvale and lysle, of the lyf of that moste worthy 
knyght Guy of warwike of whos bloode shee is lyneally descendid." 
" This," according to Ward, " was the eldest daughter of Richard de 
Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick and Aumarle, and Lord Tlsle (the 
latter title derived from his first wife, this lady's mother), who 
founded the chantry sait Guy's Cliff in 1 430-1, and died 30th April, 
1439. Margaret was married to John, Lord Talbot and Fumival in 
1438-9 ; he was created Earl of Shrewsbury in 1442, and their son 
was created Lord Tlsle in 1443 ; father and son were both killed in 
1453, and she herself died on the 14th June, 1468." The earliest 
possible date for the poem appears, therefore, to be 1442, and 
Zupitza's suggestion ("um 1420") must be given up. 

IV. Text (Harvard MSX 

Fol.iv3. 

Her nowe begynnyth an abstracte owte the cronycles in | latyn made 
by Gyrade Comubyence the worthy the cronyculer | of Westsexse & trans- 
latid into Englishe be lydegate Daun | lohan at the request of Margret 
Countasse of Shrowesbury | lady Talbot ffournyvale & lysle of the lyife of 
Mat moste | worthy knyght Guy of Warrewyk of whos blode she is | leny- 
ally descendid. 

I 'ffrome Crist^j byrth complete nyen hundred yere 
Twenty & seven be computacyoun, 
Kynge Athelston, as seyth Me cronnyculer, 
Regnyng that t)rme in Brutes Albyou«, 4 

Duryng Man harde the persecusyoun 
Of the Danes, that with her myghtty hande 
Rode, brent, & sloughe, made noon excepcyoun, 
Be cruwell ffoorce thoroughe oute alle this lande — 8 



1 P. cxii. He gives 1423 (?). 
.« XXXIV, 314 b. 
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2 They sparyd m^ih^x hye ne lowe degre, 
Chirchis, callages, but bet of hem adowne» 
Myghtty castell^j & many gret citee : 

In Meyre wodnesse, by ffalse oppressyoun, 12 

Vn-to the bownes of Wynchestr^ towne 

With swerd & ffuyre they made alle wast & wylde 

[And in ther mortalle persecucyoun] 

Ne spared nought women gon gret with chylde. 16 

3 In this brennyng, ffuryous cruweltee, 

Twoo Danny sshe prync^j, pompos and elate, 

Lyche wode lyouns & voyde of alle pitee, 

No ffauowr shewe to lowe- noy ther hye astate. 20 

Alas ! this land stode than discounsolate. 

Ffroward ffortune at hem hath so disdeyned, 

M^n:ury & Mars held with hem debate, 

So was the kynge & lord[es] Mane constreyned 24 

4 By fforce, alias ! to take hem to the fflyght. 

7%e Dannysshe prync^j ageyne hem wer so wode, 

On hillis hye ther beekens wer so lyght 

(Ffoftune of werre in suche disyonyt thoo stode), 28 

ThQ peple spoyled & robbyd of her goode 

For mortall drede of colour ded & pale, 

Whan the stremys ranne downe of blode 

Lyche the ryuer fiEro the hille to the vale — 32 

Fol. V «. 5 Paraventure ffrome some olde antiquite. 
As is remembred of olde trespase 
Of oon p^rsone in crony cles as ye may see, 
Myght be withdrawen happe, ffortune, & grace. 36 

Rede howe the myghtty, ffamous losuee 
Was putte abacke iij dayes in bataylle. 
Theffte of Nathor caused Me aduersitee : 
Till he was stonnyed they myght not pr^vayle. 40 

6 Th\j& be the pryde & veyne ambyssyoun, 
Th^ cruwell ffury of Meise prync^j tweyne, 
The reavrae alle-moste broughte to distruccioun ; 
Bellonas swerd gan at hem disdeyne ; 44 
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Lord^j pensyff, tht pourayle gan compleyne 

On thise thyraunt^j called Anelaphus 

As that my auctowr xtraemhrttht in certayne, — 

Tht othtr was named Genalaphus. 48 

7 This myscheve werse /Aan stroke of pestilence 
God to punysshe offt is ffounden mercyable : 
Swerd of thyrante sle/^e ffolke YiiXh violence, 

7%eyre ffuryous hand[es] ben wode & vengeable. 52 

Wher^ ffolke repent our^ Iqrde is ay mercyable, 

Th?X syttyth aboue, & holdyth alle in his hande : 

Thise twoo to shedyn blode thyraunt^j full able 

W/t^ swerd & fflawmbe they troubled all this land. 56 

8 God ffor the synne — [by] recorde of scripture — 
Chastysed hath many a ffayr^ citee 

& suffred gret myscheeve to endure. 

Recorde of Ier[sa] l[e]m, recorde of Nyn)rvee ; 60 

Parys nerr hoome hathe had his ^art, p<inie, 

Ffor lechery & ffals amby[ss]y[ou]n ; 

Palpable ensaumples her men may ssee 

Of Roome, Cartage, & of Troyes towne. 64 

Fol. yb, 9 This mater offten hathe ben exempleffyed : 
Lackying of wysdame & goode counseyle 
That ffolk^j hert^j ne wer not ffuU applyed 
Ffor to swe vertuwe ffor theyre owen avayle ; 68 

Of gladde ffortune the wynnde blewe not her sayle : 
Ffor theyr demerytes god punysshed hem ryght. 
Owtrage & vyces hathe vengeaunce at his tayl. 
T^aughe Edelston kynge wer a manly knyght, 72 

10 Thtst cruwell Danes — this Englissh blode to shede 
Thtyrt swerd^j wer whett & Meyr ffuyr lyght : 
Yit, in the cronnycles who list hoVes rede, 
Kynge Ethelston was a ifull noble knyght, 76 

T'iftaughe ffor a tyme eclipsid was his lyght 
Off his ryall and marcyall mageste. 
The hande of gode stod all wey in his myght 
To chaunge his troble in-to pr^sp^ritee. 80 
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1 1 The sunne is hatter afft^r sharpe shoures, 

The gladde morowe is next Me derke nyght, • 

A&Xer vfynter cometh May yftth ffreshe ffloures 

And afft^r myst^j Phebus shynyth bryght, 84 

Next the trouble hert^j ben made lyght, 

And to conclude lyche as I began : 

God lyst to cas[t] his counfortable syght 

To recounforte his [k]nyght kynge Ethelstan. 88 

12 Thus in this mater ffyrther to precede : 
Constreyned of werre & gret aduersytee 
Made hym to drawe, in cronnycles as I rede, 

With his lord^j of hye & lowe degree . 92 

To holde counseylle at Wynchestre citee 

Theyr remedy in haste for to pr^vyde 

Ageynst the malyce & ffuryous cruweltee 

Wrought be the Danoys in her marcyall pryde. 96 

Fol. vi a. 13 Of alle this reaume gadered wer Me estat^j, 
To ben avysed hole in this mater. 
Prync^j, barounys, busshopp^j, & prelates 
At Wynchestre wer they assembled in ffere. 100 

Hope & ffortune shewed hem hevy cher^, 
£For theyre trust fiell in-to disesp^raunce ; 
Knyghthod had loste hooly the maner, 
So destuyt they wer of swerd & of launce. 104 

14 In thejrre prayer was no remedye, 
Redresse to ffynde nor consolacyoun : 
Mars sett abacke alle theyr ch)rvalry. 

T'i^us stode in Mis lande in desolacyoun 108 

The Danoys stronge by ambycyoun — 

TMs Ethelston be constreynte & dystresse 

Held with his lord^j a counseylle in Mat towne 

To ffynde a meene his myschevee to redresse, 112 

15 Be the gr^zce of god howe hit myght bene amendid 
Recure to ffynde of thejrre aduersytee. 
Breeffely to seyne : they wer thus condiscendid 

Be ambassatry or meene of some traytee, ^ 116 
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Streytely dreven of pure nescessitee, 

Alle Mo Danys with hoomag^j £for to qweeme 

Or vnder trebute to haue this libertee, 

As a subgette reyoysyth his dyademe, I20 

1 6 Or to appoynte of pa^rtyes be couenaunt, 

Kynge Ethelston £for hym to ffynde a knyght 

With Colbrounde of Denmarke, Me geaunte, 

Day assigned to entre with h)mi in ffyght 124 

Ffor to darren be-tweene hem twoo Me ryght, 

Who shall reyoyse the stronge & myghtty hande 

To holde ceptur^ be manhod & be myght 

& haue possessyoun hooly in this lande. 128 

Fol. vi *. 17 Th^ kynge, the lord^ j beyng ther pr^sente 
With-oute respyte or longe delacyoun 
To gefie aunswer of ther ffuU entente, 

Tacquyte hem selfe (for shorte conclusyoun), 132 

OMer to make a resygnacyoun 
Of ceptre & crowne, or ellis to fynde a knyght, 
As I seid erste, to ben his chaumpyoun, 
Ageyns Colbrond to entre in ffyght — 136 

18 The Danyes duk^j of malyce importable, 
Wode & contrarye in theyre marcyall rage, 
In oMer wyse lyst not to ben tray table, 

Requyred in haste be ambassad or message 140 

To haue aunswer, plegg^j or hoostages. 

Of this convencyoun aunswer for to sende, 

Howe they pwrpossen to putten in morgage 

Lyffe of tweyne (to make a ffynall ende). 144 

19 ThS& poyntment ffull streytly was fforthe ladde : 
Of yrous haste the Danys wold no delay e. 
Kynge Ethelston was so harde bestadde 

And alle his prync^ j putte in gret affraye ; 148 

A-fiFor Wynchestr^ thise proude duk^j laye. 

The kynge with-inne astonyed in his mynde, 

Ffulle moche the mor be-cause he knew no wey 

In his deffence a chaumpyoun to ffynde. 152 
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20 Kou/^e thenke no meene as in this matere 
Remedy to ffynde be raysoun accordyng, 
But by assent to take hym to prayere, 

He & his lordys in wakyng & ffastyng, 1 56 

TAe pour^ & ryche, to make no tarying : 
Alle echon, as they wer of degree, 
With bytt^r terys semed be her wepyng 
Penaunce dooyng as £Eolke of Nynevee. 160 

Fol. vii «. 21 Ffrome the hye estat^j downe to the pourayle 
Soughte alle degrees, but they ffynde no wyght 
To vnd^rfonge Me empryse of this batayle 
[Ageyn the geaunt of Denmark £For to flight], — 164 

Heraulde of Arderne, the goode ffamous knyght. 
Called in his tyme of pr^?wesse neghe & fferr^ 
Ffader of armes, to euery man«ys syght 
Next Guy of Warrewyk most knyghtly loode sterr^ — 168 

22 The said Herauld beyng /^oo absente 

Oute of this reavme to seche the sunne of Guy, 

Called Reynebrowne, in the cuntreys adiacent 

And alle the provynces that stoden ffast by, 172 

Which in his youthe was stoUen traytourosly 

And by m^rchaunt^j on-godely ladde away, — 

Ffelyce his moder wepyng ryght tendrely, 

For his absence wepyng nyght & day, — 176 

23 Borne be descent to ben his ffader heyer^, 
Hir dere sone Reynebrou«e £for to succede. 
In alle her tyme was holden noon so ffajrr^. 

Called ensaumple of truthe & womanhed : 180 

Ronaulde hir ffader £for noblesse & manhed, 

7%an eorlle of Warrewyk, named Me best knyght 

Levyng Moo dayes, in story as I rede. 

But he was so fflowryng in his myght, 184 

24 Payed his dette of dethe vnto nature. 

By Pd^rchas sustren fkat sponnen Me l3rves thred. 

As the story remembrith by scripture, 

Whan Mat Ffelyce conce)rved had in dede 188 
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Be Guy hir sone Reynebroune, as thaX I rede, 

Th^ next morowe endwed with v^rtwe, 

Lyche a pylgr3mie chaunged hath his wede 

And spedd hym fforthe USt loue of Cryst Ih[es]u. 192 

Fol.vii& 25 Fforsoke the world, vnknowen of eu^ry wyght, 
Of p^rffeccon to leve in penaunce, 
Lefft wyffe & kyn, be-came so Godd^j knyght, 
Whome £for to serve was sette alle his plesau«ce ; 196 

Content w/tA litill (Cryst was his suffyssiau«ce) 
In worldly wellthe hym list no mor^ soiot^me. 
Callyng ageyne nowe to remembraunce 
To Ethelston my penne I will retowme, 200 

26 Ryght as I ffyrst gan to precede, 

Off his compleynt to make cler^ mencyoun. 

Not cladde in p«rpull, — chaunged hathe his wede, 

Blacke ffor mornyng & desolacyoun, 204 

Th\& was the cause, in alle his regyoun 

Was ffounde no man his quarell to diffend, — 

To god above he seyd this orysoune 

Be-spreynt w/tA teeris some gr^zce hym to sende. 208 

27 " O lord," ^od he, " of most magnificenc, 
Enclyne thyn erys to my pr/zyer^ : 
Reme»»br^ not, lord, my gret offence, 

Ffrome alle my synnys thow. to^me awey my cher^. 212 

I dispeyred stonde in double wer^ 

To lese my reaume, ceptur^, & regalye. 

But medyacyon of thy moder der^ 

Be benygne, lord, to save my pr^zyer^. 216 

28 " My ffeythe, my hope, my truste, myn affyaunce 
Alle holly restist in thy pr^?teccioxm : 

Shelde & sheltrou«, my swerd & eke my launce 

Alle blonte & ffeble,my ffortune is bor^ downe. 220 

Saue gmce & mercy I haue no chaumpyoun : 

But thou supporte, my ffone shall me encombr^." 

While Ethelston seyd this his orysoune, 

Hym alle vnwist he ffell in slepe & slombr^, 224 
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Fol. via a. 29 Ffor wacche ande thoughte lay in an agonye 
Knelyng devoutly be-syde his bedd^j syde. 
Tht lorde above, whiche can no man denye, 
Th2X askyth gr^zce & is devoyde of pryde, 228 

Ffor his s^rvaiwt list gr^zcyously to pr^?vyde ; 
Sent an aungell Ethelston to recounforte 
Be-twene midnyght & the morowe tyde ; 
Spake to the kynge as I cane me reporte — 232 

30 "I, Godd^j aungell, sent ffrome h evenly kynge 
Ffor to releesse thyn hevy p^rturbaunce. 
Whether thou slepe or that thou be wakyng, — 

God hath resceyued thy pray ere & penaunce, 236 

7%yne pytous wepyng & alle thyn olde greuau«ce 

Shall hastly chaunge to ioy & to pleasaunce. 

Ne drede the not, but haue thou in remembraunce, 

As I to the shall no we here expresse. 240 

31 ** Ffrome the to avoyde all despeyre & drede, 
Whan Mat Aurora shewith hir pale lyght, 
Eorly to-morowe a-ryse & take goode hede; 

Ffor Cryst Ihesus of his gracyous myght 244 

To thy request haue cast adowne his syght. 

Truste weU in h)rm & in thyn hope be stable : 

He wiU conserve of equite & of ryght 

TAy ryall tytle, he is so mercyable. 248 

32 "At the Sonne vpryst (ne sette no lenger date), 
Whan silver dewe doyth on the ffloures swete. 
Make thy passage vn-to the northegate. 

Or Mat Me sonne with his fferuent hete 252 

On leve & herbe hath dryed vp the hete. 

Mekely Mer byde, & god will to the send 

Amonges the pour^ a pylgryme Mou shalt mete : 

Entrete Mou hym thy quarell to dyffende. 256 

Fol. viii 6. 33 " Symply arayed in a rowe sclaveyne, 

Olde & ffor-growe amonge the pouraille, 

Thou merke hym well, & be thou ff ul certajme 

At thy request Mat he shall not ffayle 260 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



On Two Manuscripts of Lydgate's Guy of Warwick, 205 

Ffor to accomplisshe manly thy bataille. 

Trust on hym well ffor thy pwrpartye ; 

W/t^ myght of god he shalle the ther pr^vaille, 

In this mater thyn axing not denye." 264 

34 Whan Phebus bryght w/t^ his golden beemys 
On hilles hye gan shewe his hevenly lyght, 
Eorly on morne ^i\h his fferuent stremys 

Dryed vp the dewe as silver perlys bryght, 268 

And that Guy, thzX noble ffamous knyght, 

Repayred was ffrome his pylgrymage, 

Ffrome Portysmouth he toke his way ryght ; 

Vnto Wynchestr^ strayte he held his vyage. 272 

35 By the gmce of God, I deeme hit trwly, 
Guy was hoome sente in-to his regyoun 
Her to acomplisshe in knyghthod ffynally 

The last enpryse of his hye rennoun, 276 

Here ffor to be the kyng^j chaumpyoun, 

Vnknowen of alle. But, whan he came to lande. 

To hym was made pleyne relacyoun 

Of his request^j, howe th^X hit did stonde. 280 

36 He tolde the kynge in ordre seryously, 
Herauld of Arderne, th2X was so goode a knyght, 
Was goone to seche Reynebroune, Me 5pne of Guy, 

Gretly desyred of eu^ry man^r wyght, 284 

Which be discent was borne of verry ryght 

Be cleyme of Ffelice clene of womanhed, 

At his repeyr^ wrtA grazt, of Cryst^j myght 

T'i^eorldame of Warrewik ioustiy to possede. 288 

Fol. iza. 37 Men tolde eke Guy of the dredefull stryff 

Be-tweene the Danys & Ethelston the kynge, 

And howe Rohauld Mat was ffader to Guys wyffe, 

Tht, olde eorlle notable of levyng, 292 

Was ded also ; & Guy herde eu^ry thynge, 

Of hye prudence kepte h)rm-selfe ffuU cloose : 

Lyche a pylgryme his leve ther takynge 

To Wynchestr^ gooyth anoon, as he roose. 296 
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38 He toke his herboroughe, whan hit droughe to nyght, 
With pour^ men ther at an olde hospytall, 

Wery of tr<ivell, whan hit droughe to nyght, 

Twoo hundred passe & ffyffty ffrome tht walle, 300 

Wher standyth nowe a mynster ffull ryall. 

Tht next morowe, anoon as Guy awoke, 

(God guyded hym ther in especyall), 

With othtr pour^ the ryght wey he toke 304 

39 To the northe gate, as gract did hym guye, 
Be resemblaunce so entryng in-to the towne, 
As Dauid whylome came a-geynst Golye 

To helpe Saule by gr^zce of God sent downe, — 308 

So for reffuge & ffor saluacyoune 

BoMe of Me kynge & of all Mis lande 

Guy was pr^vyded to be ther champyoune 

Agenst tht Danys & ffuryous Colbronde, — 312 

40 BoMe be his habyt & his pylgryme wede, 
Tho eclade w/t^ a rowe sclaveyne ; 

Of whos aray when the kynge toke hede, 

Saughe Godd^j be-hest was not made in veyne ; 316 

He toke gode hede & knewe well ffor certayne, 

God ffaylyth not his ffrend in see nor lande. 

With wepyng teeris his chek^j spreynt as reyne, 

Of hye gladnesse toke Guy be the hande, 320 

Fol. ix^. 41 Requeryng hym in the most lowley wyse 

With sobbyng cheere, Mat ruwthe was to se, 

To vnd^rfonge the dredfull empryse 

ffor GoAdes sake & mercyfull P3rtee, 324 

To doone soucour in Mat nescessite, 

In his deffence Mat he will not ffayle 

Ageynst Colbronde his champyoune to be, 

Ffor his partye to derrain this batayle. 328 

42 Guy wondr^ sadde of looke & of vysage, 
Ffeynte & wery, ffull dulled of his traveyll, 
Made his excuse Mat he was ffallen in age, 
Longe oute of vse to were plate or mayle. 332 
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" My wille," (\uod Guy, " if hit may pr^aylle 

7%e cruwell yxe of Danys £for to peese, 

To the comoune goode my s^rvyce shall not fayle, 

My lyffe in lup/znle this lande to sette in ease." 336 

43 The kynge, Me lord^j made gret instaunce 
To this pilgryme with langage & pr<zyer^, 
And he most mekely doo the kynge plesaunce, 

Ffor Ihesus siake & ffor his moder der^, 340 

He condiscendid, lyche as ye shall her^, 

W«t^ Godd^j gmce a£Et^r the covenaunt, 

As the convencion ioustely dooyth apper^, 

Place assigned to mete with the geaunte. 344 

44 Off Mis empryse was made no longe delaye, 
7%eise covenauntes pleynely to derraine 
7%e tyme essett of luyll the xij day, 

7%e place assigned betweene hem tweyne, 348 

T'iiaccord rehersed, Me statuyt & the peyne, 

Alle doublenesse & ffraude esett a-syde, 

Tht, p^irtyes bounden vhd^r a surtee pleyne 

(In conclusyoun) ther-to assent & byde. 352 

Fol. xa. 45 With-oute Me gate, remembred as I rede, 
7%e place called of olde antiquytee, 
In our tonge named the Hyde Mede, 

Or elW Denmarche vnd^ that citee, 356 

T'Aey assembled : ther men myght well see 
Terryble strok^j like the dynte of thondr^, 
Sparklis of ffuyr^ oute of theyr hameys fflee, 
ThzX to be-holde hit was verray wondr^. 360 

46 7%e vnkouthe pylgryme aqwytt hym lyche a knyght ; 
He sparid not the geaunde ffor to assaylle, 
On whos liffte shouldr^ he smote ytixh suche myght 
Vnder the bourdour^ of his ventayle 364 

Th2X streme of blode gan be his syd/j" rayle. 
7%e geaunt wode Mer-with, this seid Colbronde, 
Ffor to ben venged ne cast hym not to ffayle ; 
Brake Guys swerd on tweyne out of his hande. 368 
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47 Whane ikt Danys saughe Mat Guy had lost his swerd, 
Thty caught thtr-hy gret consolacyoun. 

7%oughe he wer stonyed, yit was he not afiEerd, 

Requyred knyghtly of the champyoune, 372 

Syth Mat he hade of wepohys suche ffoysoun, 

To grant hym oon Mat hour^ in his difiEence. 

But of fiEals ire & indignacyoun 

To his request he gave noon audyence. 376 

48 He was hole sett on malyce & on wrake, 
Ffor to be vengid of verray fEroward pryde ; 
& whiles Mat he & Guy to-geder spake, 

Tiiane alle atones Guy sterte out asyde, 380 

He caught a pollax, & list noon lenger abyde. 

Of knyghtly prowes, Me geaunt to confounde, 

He made his stroke so myghtly to glyde, 

Th2X his leffte arome & shouldr^ fifell to grounde. ' 384 

49 With the whiche stroke Me geaunt Colbronde 
Alle his harneys & armur^ was made rede. 
Stoupyng a-syde he raught out his hande 

To take a swerd, wher-of Guy toke hede, — 388 

Fol. X b. God fiFortuned hym Mat day to haue suche spede 

To putte his name eu^r aff t^r in memorye, — 
W/t^ stroke of axe smot of the geaunt^j hede, 
Called Colbrond, & had of hym victorye. 392 

50 This bataille wonne be gract of Godd/j hande 
& be the manhode of this noble knyght, 
They of Denmarke, as the covenaunt^j bonde, 

Had crossed saylle & toke Mer way ryght 396 

To-ward^j theyre land, neyM^r gladde nor lyght, 

Thtyr surquyde & Meyr pompe oppressid. 

Kynge Ethelston thus be CrysUs myght 

In wele recured as is to-£Eor exppr^ssid, 400 

51 And eke the pryde of Danys sore oppressed 
Be Guy of Warrewik, as made is mencyouii, 
Tht k)aige Me clergy devoutely hem dressid, 

Vrynces & barou^s & burgeys of the towne 404 
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In oon assembled of pure devocyoun, 

Boothe hye & lowe, to speke in general!, 

Guy to conveye with Meyr pr^cessyoun 

Vnto Meyr mynstr^ & chyrche cathedrall. 408 

52 Th\^ noble knyght thox knelyng on bis kne 
With gret mekenes made his oblacyoune 

Of Mat same axe, w/t^ whiche aiforne Mat he 

Had of Denmarke slayne Mer her champyoune ; 412 

Whiche wepon yit thoroughe alle M« regyoune, 

Yit is hit called the axe of gret Colbronde 

And kept amonge men of relygyoune 

In theyr vestiarye, I vnd/rstonde. 416 

53 Whane alle was doone (ther is no mor^ to seyne), 
Guy in alle hast cast of his armur^, 

& lyche a pylgrjnne clothed hym with sclave3me. 

Kynge Ethelston did his besy cur^, 420 

7)4 at he myght Me gr^ce so recurs 

Of this pilgryme to tell hym & not to spar^, 

In secret wyse to shewe his aventur^, 

His name to hym pleynely £Eor to declare. 424 

Fol. xi a, 54 " My lOrde," quod he, " ye most haue me excused 
Touchyng Mis axing or petiscyoun : 
Ne be not besy ne lett no more be mused 
In your desyr^ fiEor noon occasyoune 428 

(To m3m excused I haue ffull gret raysoune) ; 
Ffor I shall neu^r descur^ this maters, 
But vnder bonde of this condiscyoune, 
Of assuraunce be you & me in £Eeer^ : 432 

55 Alle yo«n" prync^j avoyded be absence, 
Sole be your^ selfe oute of this citee, 
Noon but we twoo be3mg in pr^ence, 

WitA troughthe ensured ye shall kepe secree 436 

Duryng my lyffe (ye gete no mor of me) 
To no p^rsone (I axe no mor avayle) 
Of fifeyth & 00th, to hye nor lowe degree 
T^^at ye shall neu^r discur^ my counseylle.*^ 440 
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56 This thynge ensured by pr^nnyse & wor(kj ryall, 
They passed the bound^x & subbarbis of Me towne, 
Out at a crosse Mat stode fiEer fiEro the walle 
Ffull konyngly the pylgryme knelid adowne 444 

To sette a-syde alle meny^ susspecyoun. 
" My lorde," quod he, " of fiEeythe w/tA-oute blame 
Your^ liegeman of humble a£Eeccyoun 
Guy of Warrewik, s^re, trwuly is my name." 448 

n The kynge astonyed cher^ & flEace 

And in man/r wepped fEor.gret gladnesse, 

Than all at oones he gan hym to embrace 

In bothe his harmys of ryall gentillesse, 452 

With honde in honde of fiEeythefull kyndenesse 

Gret pr<?fres made on Mat oMer syde 

Of golde & tresour^ & muche rychesse, 

Wit-inne his paleys if he wold abyde. 456 

Fol. xi 6. 5S But alle these profEres Guy clene for-soke, 
And vnto the kyng^j ryall magestee 
With recomandyng anoon his wey he toke ; 
And pytous knelyng on his knee 460 

At Mat dep/zrting Mis avowe made he : 
Duryng Guys lyffe hit wille noon oMer be, 
He should neu^r wer oMer garment, 

Till Ihesu Cryste of mercy & pytee 464 

Her^ in this eorMe hathe £Eor his soule sent. 

59 At Mejrr depd^rtyng was smale langage : 
7%eyr hevynesse made Mint^rupcyoun. 

The kynge gooith hoome, Guy toke his vyage 

Toward Warrewik, his castell & his townc, 469 

No wyght of hym hauyng susspecyoune, 

Wher day be day Ffelyce, his trwe wyffe, 

Ffedde pour^ ffolke of great devocyoun 

To pray £Eor her & fiFor his lord^j lyffe, 473 

60 Xiij in noumbre, my aucto^r tellith soo. 
Guy at his comyng, fforgrowen is his vysage. 
Be thre days space he was oon of thoo 

7%at toke almesse with humble & lowe courage ; 477 
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Thankyng the countasse made Man his vyage ; 

Not £Eer £fro thens, the cronnycle dooyth expresse, 

Of aventur^ came to an hermytage, 

Wher he £Eonde oon dwellyng in wyldemesse, 491 

61 To whome he droughe, besechyng hym of grace 
As fiEor a t3ane to holde with hym soioi/r. 

Th^ same hermyte with-inne a litill space 

Be deth is paste the ende of his labot^r ; 495 

PiSXer whome Guy was the sucssesour^ 

Space of twoo yer^ be gmce of Cryst Ih^^u 

Dauntyng his fflesshe be penaunce & rygour^, 

Ay mor & mor encress)mg in v^rtwe. 499 

62 God made hym knowe Me day Mat he shuld dye 
Thoroughe his gr^zcyous vysytacyoun, 

Be an aungell, his spjrryt to conveye 
Fol. xii a. ASter his body resolucyoune 503 

Ffor whos meryt^j to the hevenly mansyoun. 
7%an in alle hast he send his weddyng rynge 
Vn-to his wyflEe of truwe afiEeccyoun, 
Prayed hir to come & be at his endyng, 507 

63 Tkzt she should done ther hir besy cur^, 
As by a man^r of wjrffly dilygence, 

In hast for to orde3nie ffor his cepultur^ 

With no gret coste nor no gret reu^rence. 511 

She hastid hir til she came in presence, 

Wher Mat Guy lay dedly pale of £Eace, 

Bespreynt witA terys knelyng with reuerence 

TAe ded body Ff elyce did Mer enbrace. 

64 Tkis notable & fiFamous worthy knyght 
Sent hir to seyne be his messagier^ 

In Mat place to bury h3an anoon ryght, 

Wher Mat he lay to-fifor a smale awter^, 519 

And afift^r Mis doo truwly hir devyer^ 

Tker ffor hir selfe disposen & pr^yde 

XV dayes ffylowing the same yer^, 

She to be buryed Mer be Guyes syde. 523 
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65 His holy wjrfiEe of alle this toke goode hede, 
Lyke as he badde, & list noon lenger tarye 
To acqu)rte hir-selfe f f wyffely womanhed, 

Ffor she was lothe fifro his desyre to varye ; 527 

Sent in alle haste ffor tht ordynarye, 

Whiche ocupyed in Mat dyocyse ; 

She was not fEounde in oon poynte contrarye 

£che th)mge to accomplysshe, as ye haue herd devyse. 531 

66 And alle this coronycle ffor to conclude : 

At whos exequyes bothe olde & yonge of age 
Of dyu^rs ffolke came gret multytude, 

V^iih gret devocyoun to Mat heremytage, 535 

Eche a prynce viith alle Me surplusage 
Thty toke hym vp & leyde hym in his grawt^ 
Fol. xii b. Ordeyned of God be marcyall courage 

Ageynst the Danoys Mis regyoun to save ; 539 

67 Whos soule I truste restith nowe in glorye 
With holy spyryt^j above the ffyrmament. 
Ffelyce his wyffe callyng to hir memorye 

Tht day gan neyghe of hir enterment, 543 

To-fforne pr^vyded of in hir testament 

Reynebroune than eyer^ ioustely to succede, 

Be title of hir & lynyall discent 

The eorlldame of Warrewik ioustely to possede, 547 

6^ The stocke discendyng downe be the pedugree 
To Guy his ffader be tytle of maryage, 
ASXer whos deeth of lawe & equ)rtee 

Reynebroune to entr^ in-to his herytage ; 551 

Claymyng his ryght his moder of goode age 
Hathe yolden hir dette be dethe vn-to nature, 
Be-syde hir lorde in Mat hermytage 
Whiche ended ffayr & made was hir cepultur^. 555 

69 Ffor to auctoryse better Mis mater, 
Whos translacyon shewith Me sentence 
Oute of Latyne made be the cronycler^ 
Called of olde Gerard Cornubyence, 559 
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Whiche whilome wrote w/tA gret dilygence 

Ded^j of hem in Westsex corouned kyng^j, 

Gretly comendyng of knyghtly excellence 

Guy of Warrewike, in whos £Eamous wryting^j, 563 

70 Of whos nobles ffull gret hede he toke 

His knyghtly ffame to putten in remembrau^ce 

The xj chapiter of his historyall boke — 

The p^rfyte lyffe, the v^rtuows gouernaunce, 567 

His willfull pouert, hard lyggyng, & penaunce 

Alle sent to me in Englisshe to translate : 

If ought be wronge in metre or substaunce 

Putte alle the wyght of dullenesse of Lydegate. 571 

Lenvoye. 

Mekely translatid vnd^r coreccyou^, 
Settynge a syde pryde & pr^sumpcyou«, 
And pray iche oon Mat shall off hit take hede, 
Ffauour & support whan Mey [hit rede.] 



NOTES. 
(Tk$ references are to line numbers^ 
General Note. 

Shirley's contractions are usually easy to deal with, but his r's and ^s have 
given me some trouble. Participles and verbal nouns in -ing always appear with 
a final flourish (cf. facsimile, fol. iol>, knelyng^ 1. 21), which may represent a final e. 
In only one case {takynge^ 1. 295) is a final e written out in words of this class, and 
I have therefore disregarded the flourish in printing. Other words in final ngy 
even when not etymologically entitled to a final ^, get one regularly. But this is 
always written out, and never represented by the flourish (cf. facsimile, fol. lob, 
kyngif 1. 1 5 ; amonge^ 1. 27, etc.). 

In the case of r I have adopted the rule of printing re for long r with a hook 
(cf. facsimile, last 5 lines, cure^ recure^ spare^ aventure^ declare) and r for short r 
with a similar hook (cf. facsimile, 1. 24 her^ 1. 29 ther^ 1. ^Sffor). In a few cases 
the short r occurs where forms in re would be expected (cf. maner^ 1. 103 ; bcr^ 
1. 220 ; mor^ 11. 437, 438), but the hook usually seems to mean nothing. Long r 
with the hook, on the contrary, always represents re. 
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1-4. Rectangular space left for illuminator, but occupied only by a rather 
minute j^ 

II. m oi myghtty very much faded but unmistakable. 

1 5. Supplied from Z. No break in MS. The following line is supplied in 
the margin in a later hand : without ail mercy they frett &* frown, 

24. MS. lord. Z, Yizs pryncis, 

34. Tail of _^ makes r. 

49. MS. faded. 

54. in written above e of alle in same hand and ink. 

57. by supplied from Z. 

63. palpable. Second / corrected from /. 

74. The MS. seems to have wAettes. Cf., however, the same stroke on but 
in 1. 278. 

87. to cast. The letter after s is not clear. Z. has to caste. 
107. Perhaps settee. But the abbreviation for es is very faint and looks like a 
mere flourish. It appears again in sAalt, 1. 255. 
135. ben. n is blotted. 
164. Supplied from Z. No break in MS. 

208. g was written before teeris and afterwards scratched out with a pen. 
213. Before were stands written werre^ which is dotted for erasure. 
233. Stanza 30 is not in Z. See p. 195, above. 

264. After Shirley's stanza 33 there follow in Z. three stanzas which are not in 
Shirley. See p. 195, above. 

348. cusig ned. A letter blotted out {e ?) between g and n. 
356. Before citee stands walle crossed out and dotted for expunging. 
376. request, e over u in same hand. 
427. more, e is blotted. 

442. Two letters {sn ?) blotted out before subbarbis, 
457. Stanza 58 has 9 lines in Harv., 8 in Z. 
473. kis MS. Z. has hir, which is obviously right. 

572. The envoy appears as stanza 74 in Z. and contains the full 8 lines. In 
Harv. it is written in 2 long lines and shows no traces of the words in brackets. 



LIST OF VARIATIONS FROM ZUPITZA'S TEXT IN THE 
LEYDEN MS. 

I. berth, compleet hundrid. — 2. twynty & sevyn. — 3. Ethelston. 
cronycler. — 4. rynyng. Brutus. — 5. persecuciou«. — 6. thym. mythtyhond. 
— 7. rood brent, mad non. — 8. creuel fors. thoruht out all thys. — 9. sparid 
nouthyr heyh. — 10. cherchis collagis. thy beet (sic !). — 11. mythty castellis 
& eu^ry gret cite. — 12. furye. falce. — 13. vn to the bondis. Wynchester. 
— 14. swerde & ffyr. mad all. wylle (sic !). — 15. mortall. p^rsecusiou«. 
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— 16. sparid not. gret clyde (^\cK), — 17. zxiA omitted, furious creu- 
elte. — 18. too. prynces. &. — 19. lyke wood, voyd of all pete. — 20. 
dide. fauor. lowe nor hey estat. — 21. stod. disconsolat. — 22. di»- 
deyne. — 23. & Marcury. debat. — 24. both the. & princes, constreyned. 

— 25. fliht — 26. pr/nces. agayn. — 27. hyllis. fyres. such lyht. — 
28. Such disioynt. — 29. robbid & spoyled. thyr. — 30. ffor. dred. 
&. — 31. off. — 32. lyke. river, the. — 33. For som olde trespas. — 
34. antiquite. — 35. 00. fortune &. — 36. myht cronyclis. — 37. the 
myghty famos. — 38. days, batayle. — 39. thefte off. mad isrl to flee. 

— 40. f eld. &. fayle. — 41 . bi. pride, ambuciou^. — 42. furye. 
theis pr/ncis twyne. — 43. distroucciou«. — 44. them disdeyn. so 
omitted, — 45. werne. the porrall. comple)m. — 46. terantis. Aneliphus. 

— 47. and as my autor remembrith in certyn. — 48. the thoder. so 
(before named). Cenaphelus. — 49. mescheff. pestilense {perhaps 
pestelense). — 50. punysshyng. fond merciable. — 51. swerd. tirau/rt. 
punyssheth. violence. — 52. furious hond mortal &. — 53. wer folke re- 
pent — 54. sitt abouyn which, hand. — $$, theis tirau^tis. shedyn blod. 

— 56. sword &. troublid. lond. — 57. for. bi. screptour. — 58. hat 
chastisid. gret Cite. — 59. suffrid. mescheff. endur. — 60. record Jerlm 
recorde on Nynyue. — 61. Parys. ffrance hat. payd (y5?r parde). — 62. 
lechery, falce ambuciou/r. — 63. at eye examplis. — 64. off. Troye. — 
65. ofte. hat ben examplefied. — 66. ffor. wysdam. &. god consail. — 
67. that peples hertis werr not ful applyed. — 68. swe. avayle. — 69. 
blowith not. sayle. — - 70. ffor. dementis, punysshid thym. riht — 71. 
&. hat vengance. hys tayle. — 72. thou. Ethelston. knyht. — 73. cruel. 
Ynglissh blod to sheed. — 74. whet & ther fyris lyht. — 75. yit. cronyclis. 
leyseer who so lyst reed. — 76. Ethelston. knyht — 77. thouh. enclep- 
sid was his his (sic !) lyth. — 78. off. & roiall. — 79. good stood allweye. 
myht — 80. chaung. troble. pr^sp^rite. — 81. showr^. — 82. glad, fol- 
with. derke nyht. — 83. wenter comyht fressh flouris. — 84. after 

mystis. shynth briht 85. after gret troble hertis ben mad lyht. — 86. 

conclud lyke. — 87. cast merciable siht. — 88. vpon. knyht. for-seyd 
Ethelston. — 89. ferther. — 90. wer &. adu^rsite. — 91. mad. cronyclis. 
reed. — 92. all. heyh & lowe. — 93. haue. consail. Wenchestre. Cite. 

— 94. remydye. hast, provide. — 95. ag)m. males & furious creuelte. 

— 96. be {prepos,), merciall. — 97. gadrid werre. statis. — 98. remedy, 
shapyn. mater. — 99. prrncis. bisshopis. prelatis. 

100. Cite assemled wer in fere. — loi. fortune shewyd. cher. — 102. 
tumyd disisperans. to omitted. — 103. knyhthood of armys. maner. — 
104. destitut wer. sper& lance. — 105. remedie. — 106. redresse to fynd 
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no consolaciou«. — 107. al. cheualrye. — 108. desolaciou«. — 109. bi. — 
1 10. Ethelston. in constrente & distres. — 1 1 1. consel. the tou«. — 112. 
to fynd a mene hys mescheff to redres. — 113. Bi. amendid. — 114. recur, 
fynde. aduersite. — 115. brefly. thei. condissendid. — 116. benbassatrye. 
sume tretey. — 117. streihtly dreuyn of nessecite. — 118. Denmarke. 
omage. qweme. — 119. vndir tribut. haue. — 120. soget reioisshe. dia- 
deme. — 121. partyis bi couenau«t. — 122. Ethelston. fynd. knyht. — 
123. Colibrond. — 124. a day assynede. f)rth. — 125. atwyn. too. ryht. 

— 126. shall reioisshe. myhty. — 127. hoold. ceptur be manhod & bi 
myht. — 128. haue posseciou«. quiet, lond. — 130. respite, long, dela- 
ciou«. — 131. yef answer, fynal. — 132. qwyten. — 133. outhir. resigna- 
ciou«. — 134. off sceptur &. outhir. fynde. knyht. — 135. seyd. — 136. 
Colibrond. entren. ffyht. — 137. males. — 138. wood, willful, marcial. 

— 139. In other wyse list not to be. — 140. requerid. hast benbasset. — 
141. answer. — 142. off the. send. — 143. cast. put. — 144. lyfe. twyne. 

— 145. streyhtly. lede. — 146. off furious hast haue. delaye. — 147. 
Ethylston. bestade. — 148. all. pr/ncis. afray. — 149. affor Wenchester. 
proud dukys laye. — 1 50. withyne. mynde. — 151. wyll the. bi cause, 
kneuh. waye. — 152. defences, fynd. — 153. bettr^. • mater. — 154. re- 
dresse. fynde. acordyng, — 155. be assent, take, prayer. — 156. & 
(before his), fastyng. — 157. &. without — 158. all atonys. as thy (sic !) 
wer of . — 159. wyth. resemblid. — 160. penance. Nynyve. — 161. ffrom 
hih estatis. povrale. — 162. all degres fonde. wyht — 163. vnderfonge. 

— 164. agayn. Geau^t for to fiht — 165. heralde of herderne the. — 
166. cald. — 167. harmys. eu^ry mannys siht. — 168. Nyxte. of manhod 
lodissesterre. — 169. The seyd. absente. — 170. rewem. son. — 171. 
raynborn. contres adiacent — 172. all the pr<7vynce. stod fast bye. — 
173. traytourely. — 174. be Strang marchandis vngodly. — 1^$. ffelice. 
modir. — 1 76. complynyng. &. — 177. Borne bi discent beyn his f aders. 

— 1 78. her yong son raynborn. — 1 79. her. hold, man (sic !). f ayr. — 
180. thexample. & womanhed. — 181. her fadir. nobles & manhod. — 

182. Erie. on. best — 183. days, stori. rede. — 184. alas 185. 

Pay. bi deth vn to natur. — 186. by p^zrcas. l)rvis thred. — 187. stori 
remembrith bi scriptur. — 188. felice conceyued had in dede. — 189. bi- 
seyd. after, rede. — 190. he omitted* lyke. pilgrem enduyd. verteu. 

— 191. changid hat his wede. — 192. sped. loue. — 193. ffor sok. vn- 
knowe of eu^ry wyht — 194. heyh p^rfecciou«. levyn. penance. — 19s, 
wyfe & kyne & be cam. knyht. — 196. for omitted, — 197. litel. suffi- 
sau«ce. — 198. werdly (sic !). list soiorne. — 199. agayn vn to remem- 
brans. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



On Two Manuscripts of Lydgat^s Guy of Warwick, 217 

200. Ethelston«. woll. — 201. begane. pr<7cede. — 202. off. conplynt 
menciouM. — 203. nat. purple, changid hat. wede. — 204. desolacioun. 

— 205. by cause ther. regiou«. — 206. ffonde. quarel. defend. — 207. 
abovyn seid. Orisou«. — 208. send. — 209. most magnyficence. — 210. 
eris vn to. prayer. — 211. remembriht vpon. gret affence. — 212. from, 
synnys. cher. — 213. dispeyred stondyng. double werre. — 214. kyng- 
doum. — 215. mediaciou/r. thi modir dere. — 217. my hope, my affiau/^ce. 

— 218. thi pr<?tecciou«. — 219. sheld. swerd & ek. lance. — 220. &. 
pore. — 221. merci. — 222. thoruht thi supporte. foo. — 223. whil Ethel- 
ston seyd. orisou». — 224. fel. — 225. ffor. & troble. — 226. beddis. — 
227. abouyn which, devye. — 228. mekenesse. — 229. ffor. seruant list 
graciously. — 230. godnesse sent, angil. — 23 1 . him not drede. sette all 
ferre on side. — 232. which, merci. hard, orison. — 233. lok benyng. 

— 234. him trist all holy. — 235. bi. token, entirsyng 236. shall, shwed. 

spas. — 237. adawid. lifft face. — 238. markith eu^ry. &. hed. — 239. 
angil. heuynesse. to enchas. — 240. thes. stori. rede. — 241. ffrom. 
void all dispayre and drede. — 242. her. liht. — 243. morwe. rys. hed. 

— 244. ffor. gracious myht. — 245. thi request hat. sith. — 246. vp-on. 
&. thi. — 247. conj^rue. & riht. — 248. title for. is merciable. — 249. 
vp rest (^perhaps vp rast). — 250. deuh. flowris flete. — 251. thi. — 252. 
fervent hete. — 253. hat. levis dried vp. wete. — 254. abyd ther mekly 
& shall to the send, (god omitted.) — 255. ffirst pilgrem. mete. — 256. 
godly thi quarel. defend. — 257. brod slaveyn. — 258. olde. among, pov- 
raile. — 259. mark. wyl. &. wyl certeyn. — 260. thi request, shal not fayle. 

— 261. acomplissh. batayle. — 262. wyll. &. thi. — 263. shal pr^vaile. — 
264. axyng. den)me (devjme changed to denye ?). — 265. wordis seyd. is 
reherside herre. — 266. vn to. revolucion. — 267. angl dide vnwarly disapere. 

— 268. Ethelston. gret devociou«. — 269. of. awysiou«. — 270. newly 
reioisshid. heuynesse. — 271. as omitted, mad is mencioun. — 272. tweyn. 

— 273. benyng. — 274. affecciou«. — 275. erlis expectant. — 276. thylke. — 
277. lyke. angl. — 278. vn to. — 279. pore folk for sustentaciowi. — 280. 
had. custom, attegate. — 281. breeflydoht. — 282. vnto. makyth rehersayle. 

— 283. off Jhon Baptist afome. vigile. — 284. Warwyk mad. arivayle. 

— 285. Portismowth. autor wyll not fayle. — 286. &. — 287. which, 
avayle. — 288. tellit. evjm. pr/me. — 289. brihte. tressir (?). — 290. 
hyh. showe. heuynly lyht. — 291. mome &. hote. — 292. dryed vp. syl- 
uer briht. — 293. seyd. knyht. — 294. repayred. pilgrymage. — 295. ffro 
portismouth. way riht. — 296. Wynchester. viage. — 297. deme. — 298. 
this regions. — 299. heer taccomplissh. knyhthood fynally. 

300. emprise. — 301. for. ben. kyngis. — 302. vnknowe off all. com. 
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land 303. made, relacion. — 304. off. dede stonde. — 305. ffrist. 

ordure ceriously. — 306. of omitted, — 307. gon. Raynbourne omitted, 
Sonne. — 308. desyred. eu^ry. wiht. — 309. which bi descent, borne, 
riht. — 310. titie. ffelice. womanhed. — 311. repayre. myht. — 312. 
Erie. Warwyk. — 313. gret striff. — 314. twyn. Denmarke & EthUston 
the. — 315. fadir. wyfe. — 316. olde Erie. Warwyk. lyvyng. — 317. 
dede. &. hard eu^ry. — 318. off. self closse. — 319. lyke. pilgrem. 
leue ther. — 320. w)mchester anon, arros. — 322. poore. ospitall. — 323. 
travaill vnknow. eu^ry wiht— 324. hou/rdrid. without. — 325. Wher 
stondith. — 326. anon. — 327. his hie (?) guyd. especiall. — 328. waye. 
toke. — 330. bi resemblance. — 331. can aga3m. — 332. bi. — 333. 
So. refuge, for sauaciou/^. — 334. Both. &. all. — 336. of. Colibrond. 

— 337. Bi. pilgrem wede. — 338. rou«de slaven. — 339. off. aray. tok 
hed. — 340. primes, not mad. — 341. vp. hart & kneuh. well certejm. 

— 342. faylith neu^r. se nor on. — 343. chekys. — 344. ffor. gladnes. 
be the. — 345. most lowly. — 346. cher. rowth. se. — 347. wnderfonge. 
heh emprise. — 348. ffor goddis. merciful petye. — 349. nessecite. — 350. 
In. defens. not fayle. — 351. Colibrond. iox omitted, — 352. ffor. p/jrtey. 
batayle. — 353. visage. — 354. &. dullyd. travayle. — 355. mad. excus. 

— 356. mayle. — 357. wyll. yff I myht avayle. — 358. cruel Ire off the. 
appese. — 359. pr<7ffyte god will shall not fayle. — 360. lyffe luperte. sett 
this. — 361. lordis mad gret. — 362. pilgrem. & prayer. — 363. don vn 
to. — 364. Jhu. &. modir dere. — 365. Is condiscendid. here. — 
366. godis. covenant — 367. convenciou«. require. — 368. assyned. — 
369. emprise, mad. — 370. the convenciou«. pleyly. darrayne. — 371. 
s . . . ff (indistinct), Jul. vp on. twelthe. — 372. assygnyd &. metyng. 
twyn. — 373. thaccord rehersyd. statut — 374. doubilnesse & fraude sett 
a seyde. — 375. p^zrtis. wer bondyn. certyn. — 377. Without, remem- 
brid. rede. — 378. callid. antiquite. — 379. ynglissh tong. hide mede. 

— 380. ferr. Cite. — 381. metyng to giddyr ther. myth. — 382. terrible 
strokis lyke the d)mt. thondir. — 383. sparklis out of ther hames fley. — 

384. behold, veray wondir. — 385. olde pilgrym. lyke. knyht 387. shuldir. 

such a myht. — 388. vndir. bordur. aven entayle. — 389. strem. blod. 
be. sydis rayle. — 390. the Geau«t this hedous Colibron. — 391. thouht 
shuld hym gretly availe. — 392. swerd. brokyn. — 393. swerde. — 394. 
consolaciouw. — 395. like, knyht. hart, affrayed. — 396. required. — 
397. wepens had. — 398. grant, on. of his defens. — 399. Colibrond. 
indignaciou«. 

400. request, non audiens. — 401. ffor. sett, males, wrake. — 402. 
pride 403. wyle. &. togiddir. — 404. at onys. stert. on syde. — 405. 
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cauht list — 406. smot. Gyaiwt euyn. first wond. — 408. harme & sholdir 
fel. grond. — 409. wech. Colibrond. — 410. armur &. mad reede. — 
411. rech. hand. — 412. swerd wer of. tok hed. — 413. God &. gaf. 
swech. — 414. after. — 415. ffley. ^^ omitted, stordi. — 416. off. Geant 
& had. victorye. — 417. accomplissht. bi. — 418. guy. knyht — 419. 
statut. — 420. seil. &. way riht. — 421. to ward e. contre nouthir. lyth, 

— 422. surquedye &. oppressid. — 423. Ethilston bi. goddis. — 424. had. 
repressid. — 425. repr^ssid. — 426. bi. mad. — 427. han them dressid. — 
428. pr/nces baronys & borgeys. — 430. spek. — 431. convye. pr^ces- 
siouM. — 432. vn to the cherch callid. — 433. seyd. — 434. mekenes mad. 
oblaciou;}. — 435. ax. wych a forne. — 436. had. champiou^. — 437. 
Insterment thonih. regiouw. — 438. Is yet. ax. Colibron — 439. relig- 
ious. — 440. shal vndirstond. — 441 . don. sey. — 442. cast his. — 443. 
like, pilgrem. slauen. — 444. the kyng ful goodly dede hysse cure. — 
445. myht — 446. off the pilgrem. & not — 447. secret aventure (?). 

— 449. Certis qd. excusid. — 450. axyng. peticiou;i. — 451. &. musyd. 
— 452. desyre. non. — 453. my excus. haue. gret — 454. ffor. shall 
neu^r discure. mater. — 455. ondir. condiciou;i. — 456. assurans mad 
betwyn you . . . {torn), — 457. all. prmces. be absens. — 458. by. selfe. 
Cite. — 459. non. twyne. pr^sens. — 460. trowth. x^- secret — 461. 

lyff. get — 462. ax. availe 463. off f ejrth &. or lowh. — 464. neu/r 

discur (?). consayle. — 465. confermyd bi pr^mys. roial. — 466. passid 
the bondis of subbarbis of the tou«. — 467. crosse. stod fer from. walk. 

— 468. fful devouly (sic !). pilgrem knel)rt. — 469. sett, suspeciou/^. — 
470. qd. feyth with out — 471. legeman. affeciou«. — 472. Warwik. — 
473. astonyd. chang cheer &. — 475. allattonys. enbrasse. — 476. both 
his harmys. roial gentilice. — 477. offtyn. feyfull kyndnesse. — 478. gret 
prefers, todyr. — 479. & tresour of gret richesse. — 480. . . . {torn) in his 
pales yef he wold abyde. — 481. all theys pwfers mekely he for-soke. — 
482. kyngis roiall. — 483. recomwandyng anon. weye. — 484. he made. 
— 486. vn to. ful. — 487. lyff. non. be. — 488. Shal. neu^r don. — 
489. language. — 490. Swem off. mad interupciou/r. — 491. tok. viage. 

— 492. to ward, castel &. — 493. hauyng sospiciouM. — 494. ffelice. 
wyffe. — 495. ffed pore folk, gret devociou«. — 496. pray, her & her 
lordis lyffe. — 497. my autor wryteth. so omitted, — 498. at is comyng. 
visage. — 499. da3ris spas. on. 

500. toke almes. & low. — 501. contes. hast tok. — 502. ferre from. — 
503. auentur. come, armytage. — 504. were, dwillyng. wyldemes. — 
506. ffor. hold ther soiorne. — 507. withyne. lytil spasse. — 508. bi. 
passid. ffyne. labore. — 509. after. — 510. Spas off. crist Ihu. — 511. 
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penance &. — 512. &. encressyng. — 513. mad. know, shold dye. — 514. 
thonih. most gracious visitaciouw. — 515. by. angl his sperite.^ — 516. 
bodily resolucioiwf. — 517. for. meritys. ' heuenly. — 518. sent hast. — 
519. vn to. wyfe. affecciou«. — 520. prayed her come. be. dyeng. — 
521. shold don her besi. — 522. Bi. wyffly deligens. — 523. hast ordejm. 

— 524. non. dispens. — 525. in heyd omitted. — 526. when &. face. — 
527. besprent, reuerens. — 528. ded. ded (== did). — 529. noble fam- 
ous, knyht. — 530. Sent her. eke bi. massanger. — 531. In. beryn. 
anon riht. — 532. a forn. avter. — 533. shulde do. her dever. — 534. her 

selfe dispose, provide. — 535. folwyng. yer. — 536. byn beried fast 

537. holy wy£E. tok bed. — 538. lyke. list, lynger tarie. — 539. quite 
her selfe. trowth & womanhed. — 540. from, desyre. — 541. Sent hast 
for. ordynary. — 542. Whych ocupid. diocise. — 543. not fou«de. no. 
contrary. — 544. all. taccomplissh. haue hard devise. — 545. breffly. — 
546. exequies. &. — 547. off dyu^res statis. — 548. devociou«. — 549. 
like, pr/nce. all. — 550. vp. — 551. ordyned. aiforne. — 552. aga3m. 
Danys. regiou«. — 553. I. glorie. — 554. holy sperites. firmament — 
555. ffelice. w)rff. callyd. — 556. her. — 557. afforne ordyned. ther. — 
558. her son reynboum bi title, her. — 559. borne bi lenyall dissent — 
560. ther Erldam. — 561. discendyng. antiquite. — 562. fadir bi title. — 
563. after, det. & equite. — 564. reynborn. heritage. — 565. after all. 
modyr. — 566. her det be. vn to. — 567. be side her lorde. — 568. mad 
her. — 569. ffor. autorite. mater. — 570. Whos. sewht in sentens. — 
571. mad be. cronycler. — 572. callid. olde. Gerard of Combbiens. — 
573. which, wiht (= w/M). deligens. — 574. off. werne. crownyd. — 
^TS' Gretly. Knyhtly excelens. — 576. Werwyk. wrytyng. — ^^^. Off. 

toke. — 578. marcial. remembrance. — 579. historial 580. p^rfythlyff. 

gou^rnance. — 581. wilful pouert & penance. — 582. brouht vn to. for 
to. — 583. yeff ouht meter, substance. — 584. putth. of lidgate. — 585. 
vnder corecciou«. — 586. lyff. sjn*. bi delygent — ^%T, sett asyde pride. 

— 588. bi cause, hade, cadens. — 589. neu^r flour. — 590. cam neu^r. 

— 591. pra3mg ichon. fauour. — 592. disdyne. clausis. rede. 

Fred N. Robinson. 
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